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lyonix Computers : 
. J cia ' j ig el we ee a i Ph. =| T TWwOrTY C 1a 1 #/ | | 
celal ‘x JRA sn. Co eS _ — 


- fyonix IAMb. 80Gb, CDRW £1319.0C x 
lyonix (512Mb, 100Gb, CDR “4419.06 IBarCoder ~ £49.95 
alte "5875 OCR fonts — £37.01 


Microdigital Computers 
Alpha M1 Port 1’ 


Omega standard tc SR Gch 
Omega midi tower cas: 1399.00 F 
Omega : Aiejeds ; 2 


ie @ i = Wr rela - “"c 


Alpha M2 ~ortat 5 CPUs UL ISBe 8-1l2-s4J0fo- 9 
RiscStation Computers 
27500 Lite+ 


Alpha M3 Portable, 15.7 21170.00 TT |) 12345 
| I 
| | 
y blll | 
R7500 NetWorx ——— 


Alpha M4 Portable, 15." 0x105C £1295.0¢ 
Alpha M5 Portable, 17 Jescreen, 1440x90( 1415.06 
27500 NetWorx HD >539.3( | 
R7500 Scorcher “707 5 <i 


27500 Scorcher Twindeck 833.0 


aU Bie aia Air, Oke TL 
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Authorised = Fish iae ; asia 
Installer Discs (e.g.20x black discs — £6.28) 
— Batteries (e.g. 4x AA Xtra alkaline — £2.24) 
e@ Also Audio & Video Tapes, Mini discs. 

E CDRs, DAT tapes etc 


Acorn ® 2 | 


daa Eves £28.20 
32Mb EDO (HC, works in Risc PCs) £26.75 


64Mb EDO (works in Risc PCs) £39.00 
128Mb EDO £77.55 
64Mb Compact Flash memory _ £33.50 
128Mb Compact Flash memory £46.99 


64Mb Secure Data £49.95 
128Mb Secure Data £64.95 
64Mb SmartMedia £35.95 
128Mb SmartMedia £56.95 


Please call for other musical items 


Parallel Port 1x1 x1 (back in stock) £92.95 
RiscStation MIDI drivers & cable £17.95 ATC 
RiscStation XG card & cable £116.95 A7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 16Mb, 163Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
RiscStation XG card, cable & keyboard £245.95 7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 24Mb, 163Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
ibelius 6 £97.95 | A7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 24Mb, 203Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
SI £245 A7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 16Mb, 1225Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
Sibelius 7 7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 24Mb, 1225Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
Sibelius 3 for PC/Mac is also available 7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 24Mb, 1225Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
Sound module serial port driver £37.95 200+, RISC OS 3.71, 24Mb, 1225Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
A7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 24Mb, 1225Mb HD, Combi ethernet card 
ah pit = aan an | A7000+, RISC OS 3.71, 16Mb, 1221Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, CD drive 
10/100BaseT ethernet card (RCUSimtec) oo RPC 610, RISC OS 3.5, 36+1Mb, 515Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, PC card 
Sse ee £79.00 | =P 610, RISC OS 3.5, 20+1Mb, 203Mb+327Mb HDs, CD drive, 16-bit soundcard 
aa page ese aul ai acta sepa HCCS IDE card, Combi ethernet card & AccessNT, PC card, two slices 
eg Seameety serge ucla 5! a Ss srateeents: 710, RISC OS 3.5, 40+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card 
oes tare aps 3:5 19-95 | RPC 710, RISC OS 3.6, 36+1Mb, 515Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, PC card 
PS2Mousellini adaptor for older machines £18.98 | RPC 710. RISC OS 3.6, 36+1M, SIMD HD, 10Gaser ethernet card: © cme 
Printers ia  BGai} | RPC 710, RISC OS 3.6, 36+1Mb, 515Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, PC card 
Risc PC second slice (no PSU) £95.09 PC 710, RISC OS 3.6, 36+1Mb, 515Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, PC card 
RISC OS 4 (fitting & available) ¢a5.09 PPC 710, RISC OS 3.6, 36+1Mb, 515Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet, PC card, noisy fan 
siccitheaiiines dannii ” i rs = 16 RPC 710, RISC OS 3.6, 36+1Mb, 515Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet, PC card, noisy fan 
Scanners ECall RPC 710, RISC OS 3,7, 6+1Mb, 209Mb HD; Combi ethernet card, CD hashes # 
a . | °C 710 om ernet ca ve, 
StrongARM & RISC OS 3.7 upgrade £269.00 | pc 710, RISC OS 3.5 8+1Mb, 406Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, Cumana CD drive, 
StrongARM & RISC OS 4 upgrade £299.00 
ViewFinder card (32Mb) £240.00 PC card, two slices 
porate : meuigintacress | ., RISC OS 3.7, 16+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card 
ther Software RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 16+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card 
Abuse £20.00 RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 16+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, PC card 
; 465.00 RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 16+1Mb, 406Mb HD, Combi ethernet card 
‘C++ (26/32-bit vers £495.00 RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 16+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, CD drive, PC card 
CD Burn £55.95 RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 16+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, CD drive, PC card 
Chaos Engine £19.50 RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 20+1Mb, 203Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, CD drive 
¢120.95 RPC SA, RISC OS 3.7, 6441Mb, 203Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, CD drive 
pepacating CDs £30.00 RPC SA, » RISC OS 3.7, 12+1Mb, 2014Mb HD, Cumana CD,10BaseT ethernet, PC card 
Desktop Repton CD £19.90 vO SiOt Dackpianes 
DialUp 2 & Messenger Pro eee |e eee fee ee 
sy = 185,646) 
« a a , Fife 2 5B 
. ” emalt ‘sales@liquid-silicon. com rices INCLUDE VAT q- J; 
‘ f Official pant foreign orders ond ‘ callere welcome. 


http:/Awww.liquid-silicon.com 


FastSpool+ £17.50 
Heroes of Might & Magic 2 £32.00 
Krisalis Collection Gold CD £25.95 
LanMangé £39.25 
OHP 2 £37.95 
Other Worlds CD £17.95 
Ovation Pro £138.95 
Personal Accounts £44.00 
Photodesk Olympic CD £127.95 
Prophet 3+ Pro £179.00 
Queke £22.00 


R-Comp Internet Suite 
SiteWriter 


Sound Plugin for browsers 
SVG Plugin for browsers 
Syndicate+ 

TBA nee CD 


Virtual A5000 


Virtual RPC-SE (with RISC OS 4) 


RISC OS Manuals CD 


These machines have mainly come from schools and businesses. As such there are various 
brandings, labels, markings, scratches, very occassional broken bits (e.g. front flaps) on the 
cases. All machines have been generally cleaned and air dusted inside to get rid of most of 
the dust, however the cases have not been meticulously cleaned as this would take a long 
time and increase the prices considerably. Any machines which have PC cards are usually 
486 cards, but as these are basically worthless, their value has not been taken into account 
(and they might not have all the software on the disc to work them anyway). Get free carriage 
if you also take a monitor (the ‘b’ indicates an additional £10 carriage charge). Keyboard, 
mouse and mains cable included. Single slice machines do not have backpianes unless 
specified. Ethernet cards etc. can be taken out if not required. There is a three month 
warranty on these machines and they are supplied ‘as seen’, so to speak. All details are 
subject to change and please check availability before ordering. 


), RISC OS 3.6, 8Mb, 406Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card, fan 
A7000, RISC OS 3.6, 18Mb, 406Mb HD, 10BaseT ethernet card 
A7000, RISC OS 3.6, 20Mb, 406Mb HD, Combi ethernet card 


A7000, RISC OS 3.6, 20Mb, 406Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, backplane & fan 
A7000, RISC OS 3.6, 20Mb, 406Mb HD, Combi ethernet card, CD drive & fan 


£60.00b 
£70.00b 
£70.00b 
£70.00b 
£70.00b 
£80.00b 
£80.00b 
£80.00b 
£90.00b 
£130.00b 


£190.00b 
£120.00b 
£130.00b 
£130.00b 
£130.00b 
£130.00b 
£130.00b 
£130.00b 
£150.00b 
£150.00b 


£180.00b 
£280.00b 
£290.00b 
= 00b 


_ INKCYCLE (0):(9 


Sf yf INKeT PRICES TOSHOUT OW@! 
[00% GUARANTEED 


|OO% FULL OF INK \ 
|OO% RECYCLED BY US *, 


>>Home 


Denotes Maxfill® production 


| method. Cartridges contain 
up to 300% more ink! 
See website for details. 


Now Available 
| Latest additions Lexmark 
_ toourrecycled jOQNOOIG 

cartridge range IONOO26 
HP 
C6656 
C6657 
C6658 


Simple Pricing 


| Epson Compatibles 
| Non-Chipped 
Black £\.38 
| Colour fecl 
Chipped 
Black £29 
Colour £3.75 
C70/C80 Ranae 
Black £4 |3 


£4|3 


| Colour 


Price each when 


bought in packs of 6 


The floppy is 
dead long live 


usbee 


32Mb £15.95 
G4Mb £1995 
I2@BMb £2895 
1 256Mb £4895 


¥ ee SieMb £68895 

| | Replaces up to 35¢ floppies" 
| | No power supply needed 
| | Plugs straight in to your USB port 
| | PC or Mac compatible 
| | Stores MP3, movies. photos 

Handies ANY data file 

Smaller than a cigarette lighter! 


| * SieMb version 
| 


All our prices 
include VAT 


. Compatible Cartridges 


Epson Examples: 6 Pack 
SO0e20187 black £825 
~SOe2O0I89 black £8.25 
SOcols!i colour £13.c5 
TOI3 black £825 
TOM colour £13.c5 
TOIS black £8.25 
TO20 colour £13.c5 
TO2e6 black £17.45 
TOe7 photo £ee.45 
TOes black £17.45 
TOe9 colour £22.45 
TO36 black £17.45 
TO37 colour £ee.45 
TO40") black £17.45 
TO3el black £24.75 
TO3See cyan £24.75 
= T0323 = mag. £24.75 
TO324 ~uellow £24.75 
TO4ee = cyan £24.75 
TO4e3 = mag. £24.75 
TO4e4 yellow £24.75 
Canon Examples: 6 Pack 
BCleiBk biack £8.50 
BCieiC colour £10.00 
BCIe4Bk black £il2.00 
| BCle4C colour £17.00 
BCISBk black £13.ec5 
BCISC cyan £13.25 
BCISM = mag. £13.25 
BCISY yellow £13.25 


== UK's LOWEST 
& SSE 


€ach 
£1.38 
£1.38 
fe.cl 
£1.38 
f£e.cl 
£1.38 
fe.cl 
£2 9il 
£3.75 
£2 9 
£3.75 
£2 9l 
£3.75 
f2.9l 
£3.75 
£4 1/3 
£4 |3 
£413 
£4.13 
£4/3 
£4/3 
£4 /3 


Each 
£1.42 
£1.67 
£2.00 
£2 84 
£2.30 
£2.30 
£2.30 
£2.30 


PRICES! 
UARANTEE 


Help | Login | Contents | Checkout I | 


Recycled Cartridges 


HP Examples: 

5i62e5 colour 
5i6ce6 black 
5i6ce9 black 
51633 black 
SiG4i** colour 
51645 black 
51649 colour 
Ci8icg photo 
Ci8e3** colour 
C4844 ioblack 
C6578** colour 
C66i4** black 
C66i5** black 
C662e5** colour 
C6656 black 
C6657 colour 
C6658 _. photo 


Lexmark Examples: 


IONOOI6 black 
lIONOOCSE colour 


IcAIS70 
IecAIS75 
leAIS80 
l2AI9S85 
IeAIS90 
IS6ISHC 
I3400HC 
ISMOleO 
ISMOle5 
I7GO050 
I7GOO060 


WWW.INKCYCLE.CO.UK 


black 
black 
colour 
colour 
photo 
colour 
black 
colour 
colour 
black 
colour 


Each 
£I.75 
£93.00 
£9.25 
£9.25 
tie 55 
£8.75 
£13.75 
£15.94 
£13.9e 
£14.95 
£5.92 
£9.49 


£10.50 | 


£l4.9e 
£17.63 


£18.80 | 


£19.98 


Each 

£17.63 
£18.80 
£le.75 
£14.50 
£14.25 
£15.25 
£16.50 
f£l4.e5 
#ie2.75 
£15.25 


£16.70 | 


Lic./ 2 


£l4.e5 © 


C6578" 46m 


| { “Our refilled cartridge had a 45m| capacity and was supplied by Inkcycle. The extra 


Shopping Cart ¥ 
| shopping Cart Ready.. : 


Most Popular 


01. Remanufactured 
C65738A (No. 738) 
Colour (45ml) 


02. Remanufactured 
C6615D (No. 15) 
Black (42ml) 


03. Remanufactured 
91645A (No. 45) 
Black (42ml) 


WIN 6 DIGITAL | 
CAMERAS if 


Oe 
© 
ees 


6 OLYMPUS 
digital cameras | 
WORTH OVER 

£1000 
to celebrate the | 
launch of our new | 


We're giving away | 
website. | 


-nter 


Price Promise 
Visit our website 
for details of our 
Double-for-your- 


ft 
mi ds 
TI QUE 


: || lowest price guarantee 


capacity made us expect a much bigger yield and we were not surprised by the 
2052 pages it managed. The larger refill cartridge achieved over 1,300 extra printed 


pages but cost £10 less than the smaller HP cartridge. The text quality was very 
similar and we found it hard to tell the original and the third party prints apart." 


_ Computer Active, Issue 121 


ray | ae Free 


On-line ,* Cy» 


\| when 5 e 
|| you see 


241° 
thissign * © 


Remember! 
Delivery is free 
| BROTHER | BT FAX | CANON | COMPAQ | EPSON | HP | KODAK | LEXMARK | OLIVETTI | SAMSUNG | XEROX 
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Acorn User 


INTERNET SECURITY 


fia Geared na) eo ihais 
Maks maeey Wo Bee Bl 
Whee Getto ae BS Od 


Deal eee bs le bey 


Next issue on sale: 20th November 2003 


Published by 


dS 
tau 


28a Middle Hillgate 
Stockport SK1 SAY UK 
enquiries@acornuser.com 
WWW.aComusercom 
Tel: (+44/0) 161 429 8902 
Fax: (+44/0) 161 429 0685 
Printed by The Manson Group, St Albans 


Editor Rob Donaldson 
Designed by Mark Atkinson & John Caldwell 
Finance Manager Michelle O'Neill 
Distribution COMAG (01895 444055) 
Advertising Steve Turnbull 
Managing Director Sharon Henderson 


Subscriptions: 
(+44/0) 161 429 8902 
E-mail: subscrip@acornuser.com 
Annual (13 issue) subscription rates: 
£46.99 (UK) £51.99 (EU) £63.99 (World) 


Copyright © 2003 Tau Press Ltd 
No material may be reproduced in whole or in part 
without written permission. While every care is 
taken the publishers cannot be held responsible for 
any errors in articles, listings or advertisements and 
| the views of the contributors do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the publishers. 


if you know someone who is Blind or 
partially sighted Acorn User is available on 
Audio format. Full information is available 
from The Talking Newspaper Association, 
-==\_ National Recording Centre, Heathfield, 
=—— East Sussex TN21 SDB. Tel 01435 866102 


| Internet services provided by Spellings Computer Services 


www.spellings.net 


Editor's 
Comments 


Reasons to be cheerful: as | write this we 
are just one week away from the Guildford 
show that was so exciting last year. And 
we're hoping for another bumper event. 


This time we are certainly looking 
forward to one or two exciting revelations. | 
was looking forward to two or three but it 
turns out that one of them has already been 
revealed, as mentioned in last month's Stop 
Press. 


Impression has been the mainstay of 
RISC OS word processing and DTP for a 
very long time. It is not as good a word 
processor as TechWriter and it's not as 
good a DIP program as Ovation Pro. But it 
was the first and many people swear by it. 


When it was first designed it was revolu- 
tionary in ease of use and in capabilities. 
Well perhaps its capabilities have been 
exceeded by other programs but, for me at 
least, its ease of use hasn't been. 


The context sensitive pointer which 
means that there is no requirement for 
toolboxes specifying "text" or "frame" 
editing which you find in all other DTP 
programs. It's extremely flexible style 
system all these add up to an excellent 
program. 


Of course no one knew, when it was 
created, that the Acorn printer drivers 
would not keep up and so, as a profes- 
sional DTP tool, it falls down seriously 
nowadays, whereas Ovation Pro most 
certainly is a very professional design tool, 
and programmable as well. 


So Paul Reuvers of X-Ample Technology 
in the Netherlands has succeeded in 
acquiring the rights to develop Impression. 
To convert it to 32-bit (thus removing 
another "reason" for not upgrading to the 
lyonix); to remove long-standing bugs and 
irritations; and hopefully to develop it 
further. Perhaps we'll even get an undo 
function, just one level would be nice. 


On a less happy note it has come to my 
attention that ExpLAN may have to cease 
trading. Not through any fault of theirs but 
by an unpleasant coincidence: A recent PC 
virus used ExpLan’s domain name as one 
of those it claimed to be coming from. The 
end result has been a bombarding of their 
domain by gigabytes of bouncing and 
angry mail completely swamping their 
system. Plus the likelihood of litigation from 
businesses damaged by the virus attacking 
anyone they think might have caused the 
problem. 


A sad situation, hopefully they will pull 
through. 


Rob Donaldson 


The latest news from the world of RISC 


OS and power computing 


Nigel Gatherer goes into more detail 


about graphic design in the real world 
with RISC OS 


sc M Ol a'/e)colele-| lal", 


The first in a new series explaining 


Internet security and how you use it. 


20 E-Shops 


Do you want to sell something over the 
Internet? We show how you can get 
started fast. 


24 Hard disk backup 


Everyone tells you you should backup 


your data, can it be done more easily? 


25 Archos video 


Getting video grabbed and into your 


RISC OS machine isn't easy but it can 
be done. 


28 Training 


In the last of the series we look at 


general computer training available. 


32 Show report 


All the latest news about the RISC OS 
and the education market 


41 Education 


All the latest news about the RISC OS 
and the education market 


44 Education Review 


Find out how you can play global 


orienteering. 


50 Subscriptions 


Make sure you don’t miss out on the 


next few issues of Acorn User 


” 


What is Backing © 
you up4% 


SW Pocket 
Mini Hard 
Drives 
Backup all your files, store 
your CDs and use them 
anywhere. Fits in a shirt pocket 
with a storage capacity of 
20 to 80 GB! 
includes software for a cost 


effective back up solution 


From 


£210.00 


ex VAT and delivery 


callus on 


info@hki-systems.co.uk 


e SYSTEMS LTD 


to discuss what we - 
can do for you 


www.hki-systems.co.uk 


39 Knighton Park Road 


, Sydenham, London SE26 5RN 
Phone: 020 8778 2659 


Fax: 020 8488 0487 


Web: www.apal.co.uk Email: sales@apadl.co.uk 


General Other Worlds (with 
Ancestor+ £59 | StarF ighter 3000) = 
Celebration £19.90 fj Strong Games 
Dr. Fonty £14.90 | Wizard Apprentice £6.90 | 
EasyC++ £19.90 | ArtandGraphics 


EasyFont Pro 


(plus 2,500 fonts) £14.90 } Draw Works Select 


Font Fiend £29 Upgrades from 
Fun Learning £14.90 § Draw Works manual 
Hard Disc Companion £14.90 ) Mr Clippy Pro 
MasterFile III] £14.90 § Penulator 


Music Maestro (M/DI _ 


and music programs) £19.90 § ProArtisan 24 


Night Sky £14.90 § RiscCAD 
Rhapsody 4 £29 § Studio24 Pro 
Schema2 £59 ~—-& Typography 2500 
SchemaEx £9.90 | Type Studio 
Sleuth 2 OCR ie Sea Clip Art CDs 
Sleuth 3 OCR £49 § APDL DTP-1 
Spooler £9.90 § APDL DTP-2 
TableCale £14.90 § APDL DTP-3 
Topographer £19 APDL DTP-4 
WimpBasic £39 Bitfolio 7 
Games Publish Art CD 


Desktop Repton £19.90 § Sherston Xmax Clip 
GEK Collection £6.90 


Compo 


Phantasm 


Art + Split-an-Image (£9.90 


Interdictor II £9.90 § The Grafix CD (£6.90 | 
Drive +Blitz 

20 Gb (5400) £42 £112 

20Gb (7200) £47 = £117) 

40 Gb (5400) £50 £120 

40Gb (7200) £5 £127) 

60 Gb (5400) £54 ~=—s £124 | 

60Gb (7200) £56 £126) 

80 Gb (7200) £62 £132 

120Gb (7200) £77 £147 | 
Drive +CDbum 

16x 10x 32x £30 £80 : 

24x 10x 40x £33. £33. 

32x 12x 40x £36 £86 : 


Add £70 for a Blitz IDE interface 


Risc PC RAM 
64 Mb £20 
128 Mb £45 
lto2 MbVRAM £47 


Secondhand computers 
Risc PC 600, 420Mb HD, 
CD, 16Mb RAM from £65 
Risc PC 700, 1Gb HD, 
CD, 25 Mb RAM from £95 
High spec Strong 
ARM Rise PCs from £250 
All machines with mouse, kbd, etc. 


Supplied with a new, full read/write filing 
system allow owners of the Simtec USB card 
to use virtually all camera card formats. 


DigiFlash2 read/writes SmartMedia and 
Type1 Compact Flash. 


DigiFlash7 adds Type2 CF, Memory Stick, 
Secure Digital, MultiMedia Card and 
Microdrive. 


Digiflash2: NEW PRICE 
Digiflash?: NEW PRODUCT 


Simtec USB card 


Provides USB expansion to RISC 0S 
machines. Supplied with drivers for 
keyboards, mice, joysticks etc. 


Epson 1660 scanner 


USB scanning at true 3200x1600dpi. 
Includes transparency adaptor, USB 
cable etc. 


Pen Drives and MP3! 


Simply transfer data between RISC 
OS and PC machines. 


UPS 


A sensibly specified uninterruptable 
power supply 


£64.95 + £10 carriage 


NET 100 
10/100BaseT Network 
card for RiscPC/A7000 


e Provision for access to 10 or 100 
Megabit networks 

* Several hundred KBytes of FLASH 
memory for drivers 

« Provision to modify FLASH con 
tents for other drivers 

® Lower latency than conventional 
10 Megabit cards 

* High integration brings affordable 
networking 


but the reference to USB in our previous advert seemed to 
confuse one dealer..... 


To be clear: tf you have a Simtec USB card already, or are 


NEW PRICE 
+ del + VAT = 


4 port hub £10 
with card ( 


Scanner only 


TWAIN and scanning software 


SPECIAL OFFER: 
Scanner, USB card and 
FREE TWAIN and 
Scanning Software: 


With MP3 playback 


With MP3 playback 


MP3 version soon! 


65S0VA rated 
Up to 45 minutes backup 

© AVR (will boost or buck mains 
voltage if out of tolerance) 

* 320 Joule mains spike protection 
RFI filtering 

* Filtered and protected modem 
sockets 

« Supplied with cabling to attach 
to 2 machines/devices 


Only 
+ del + VAT = 


RISC OS to PC 
(Net100, PC card, xover) = 


Network switches: 
5 port = 

8 port = 
Lanman98 = 


1000th NET100 card 
£10inc discount 


Cables and other networking devices 
available 


Wireless Access Point / Bridge / 
Media Converter: This versatile 
device allows single machine 

or groups of machines fitted 

with network cards to be integrated 


looking to add one to your machine, you might consider using 4 
wireless USB adaptor to connect your machines wirelessly. 


if you do not wish to take advantage of USE (lor example if you 
have m0 podule slots spare), or if you have an lyorx machine 
our fleable access point / media converter will allow you to 
convert any wired network into a wireless one. Simply add a 
NET100 card if required. 


All products comply with IEEEBO?.11b and interwork with other 
compliant systems. 


Wireless USB adaptor: 
plugs into RISC 


OS machines fitted with Simtec USB card. 
Stack based on acclaimed NET100 code: 
PC version (no RISC OS drivers) 


into a wireless network. 


Wireless PCMCIA Card: For use 
with Portable machines: 


Wireless Broadband Router: 
Probably the most impressive 
broadband router and firewall yet! 


We prefer to talk through every install, so please 
contact us if you are considering a wireless solution. 
We promise not to leave you confused........ 


News 


Cheap RISC OS machines to go 


his month sees a flurry of PC- 
| based "RISC OS" machines using 

the Virtual Risc PC emulator. 
R-Comp's offering is their RISCube, a 
small-form-factor computer capable of 
running RISC OS and Windows software. 
When you boot up your RISCube, you 
are given the choice of RISC OS or 
Windows, and can then run whatever 
software you wish. 


These are based upon their existing 
SpaceCube range which are shoe-box 
sized PC machines, with stunning looks, 
small size and low/medium noise. The 
RiSCube is based on the same chassis 
but suitably expanded to allow correct 
operation and compatibility with RISC 
OS. 


RiSCubes are available in a variety of 
specifications, ranging from entry level, 
StrongARM-class performance up to 
machines giving results suggesting 400- 
500Mhz RISC OS performance. No 
benchmarks are available which backup 
these claims but an initial comparison 
can be gained from the benchmarks 
shown in last month's magazine. 


Since RISCubes run RISC OS 4.02 (they 
can also run Select) you are ensured a 
high level of software compatibility, 
ranging from your favourite RISC OS 
productivity applications (Impression, 
Ovation Pro, Artworks, Eureka, Schema, 
DataPower and so on) to music, and 
even games. 


RiSCubes are being supplied with R- 
Comp's UniPrintVA software which 
allows RISC OS to print to almost any 
printer with a WindowsXP driver. This 
includes USB, parallel or even Windows- 
only printers. 


The RISCube is targeted at RISC OS 
users looking for a Windows machine 
(for whatever reason). The RiSCube 
combines RISC OS and Windows into 
one small package, giving you the best 
of both worlds without cluttering up the 
desktop. R-Comp point out they are not 
recommending people who are looking 
for a single RISC OS machine to use a 
RiSCube, as an lyonix or Omega may 
well be better suited. 


An entry-level RISCube provides circa 
StrongARM level performance. It is 
supplied with a CD re-writer, DVD player, 
mid-sized hard drive, USB, firewire 
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(Windows only), Networking, PS2 
keyboard/mouse ports, TV out, printer 
port, and floppy drive. All machines ship 
with RISC OS 4.02 and UniPrintVA, and 
WindowsXP Home (Pro is available as an 
upgrade if needed). An entry-level 
machine comes with 256Mb of RAM with 
16Mb for graphics. 


R-Comp also offer a higher end machine 
(giving claimed performance well beyond 
StrongARM level) which includes a large, 
ultra-fast hard drive, AMD 2600+ 
processor, 512Mb of high-end, dual- 
channel 


DDR RAM with up to 128Mb Nvidia 
graphics with dual-monitor capability 
and all the connectivity and features of 
the entry level. 


R-Comp can customise your RISCube 
online if you wish to specify exactly what 
components you want in your RISCube. 
Pick the components, and a price will be 
calculated as you choose. 


A standard RISCube costs £699 
inclusive (about £575+VAT and carriage) 
while a high specification version costs 
£899 inclusive (2745+VAT and carriage) 


R-Comp have also reduced the pricing 
on their equivalent "PC only" SpaceCube 
PCs. For example, an entry-level 
machine fails by nearly £75 to £525 
inclusive while a high-end machine falls 
nearly £175 to £725. 


For more information, please see the R- 
Comp Web site www.rcomp.co.uk 


The other “Virtual RISC OS" machine is 
the "A6" from Stuart Tyrrell 
Developments. Measuring little bigger 
than a stack of A4 paper, the machine is 
designed in a novel miniature case, 
measuring some 32x21x18cm (12.6 x 8.3 
x 7" approx). 


Despite its small size, the case allows for 
ample forced airflow around internal 
components. Its contemporary styling is 
a step away from traditional machine 
casing, and complements virtually any 
office/study environment. Front panel 
ports give easy access to headphone 
connections, USB and so on. 


Under VirtualRPC-SE, users can expect 
performance which meets or exceeds 
that of the fastest traditional StrongARM 
Risc PC machines (287MHz), and 


applications requiring disk access can 
exceed the speeds of this machine 
significantly. STD have promised 
independent benchmark results to be 
published as soon as they are available. 


Available in three variants, all machines 
come complete with DVD drive or 
DVD/CDRW, fast hard drive, Floppy disk, 
400MHz dual-channel DDR memory, 
Geforce 4MxX graphics, 56K internal 
modem, 10/100BaseT networking, 4 x 
USB ports, 2 x IEEE1394 ports 
(Windows only), S/PDIF optical (input 
Windows only, output RISC 
OS/Windows), Windows XP Home and 
VirtualRPC-SE. Keyboard and mouse are 
of course included, along with speakers 
for those machines where they are not 
part of the monitor. 


All software is installed, leading to a 
"ready to go" RISC OS environment. 
Plus you can switch from RISC OS into 
Windows XP should you need. The 
machine variants are: 


A6B Base unit/DVD/40G hard 
drive/256MB memory for £599 exc VAT 
(£703.83) 


A6 15in LCD monitor/DVD/CDRW/80G 
hard drive/512MB memory for £899 exc 
VAT (£1056.33) 


A6DB- 17inLCD 
monitor/DVD/CDRW/120G hard 
drive/512MB memory for £999 exc VAT 
(£1173.83) 


Carriage: £254VAT 


The machine has a dedicated Web site 
at www.theaé.com 


R-Comp Interactive, 22 Robert Moffat, 
High Legh, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 
6PS 


Tel: (+44/0) 1925 755043 
Fax: (+44/0) 1925 757377 
Web:  www.rcomp.co.uk 


Stuart Tyrrell Developments, PO Box 
183, Oldham, Lancs OL2 8FB 


Tel: 0845 458 8803 / 01706 848 600 
Fax: 0870 164 1604 

E-mail: info@stdevel.co.uk 

Web:  www.stdevel.co.uk / www.thea6.com 


We have also recently heard that 


Coventry-based Microbits (02476 661 
001) are also planning a PC-based RISC 
OS computer. Interestingly Microbits 
have been offering "PCs as peripheral 
servers" for several years with a lot of 
support for those wanting to replace 
their PC cards. 


Spellings Computer Services Ltd, the 
team who brought you Aemulor, the 26- 
bit emulator for lyonix PC, have 
announced details of their next project: 
"Cino" This new product is a complete 
DVD movie player and filing system for 
RISC OS systems, including lyonix and 
earlier machines (movie playing on the 
lyonix only). 


The project itself consists of three parts: 
A software DVD Player; DVD filing 
system; and digital surround sound 
output 


A world-first for RISC OS, Cino is a 
software DVD player for the lyonix PC 
and RISC OS 5. Using some of the 
advanced hardware features only present 
in the lyonix PC, Cino can playback the 
high resolution video and digital sound 
found on DVD Videos within your RISC 
OS desktop, or “full screen" in movie- 
mode. 


An early development version of Cino 
playing video from DVDs (albeit at a 
much reduced frame rate) was 
demonstrated at the Guildford show 
showing that it could definitely be done. 


The project also includes DVDFS, a 
much enhanced CD and DVD filing 
system offering many advantages over 
the existing CDFS: 


e Ability to read DVD-ROM data discs 
e Improved CD support, including the 
ability to read CDRW's (UDF) and 

“joliet" long filenames 
e Planned support for DVD-R, DVD- 
RW, DVD+R and DVD+RW formats 
¢ DMA transfers over the IDE bus for 
drivers which support it (lyonix only) 


DVDFS will initially be released for the 
lyonix PC only, but will eventually 
support older RISC OS hardware like the 
Risc PC and A7000. 


The lyonix PC only offers stereo sound 
output, so to obtain the full benefit from 
Dolby Digital audio and 5.1 surround 


sound present on most DVD Videos, the 
Cino project also includes a PCI sound 
card and RISC OS driver. This may also 
be extended in the future to give the 
ability of outputting digital signals 
(S/PDIF) for connection to separate 
home cinema surround decoders. 


Pricing and availability of all components 
are yet to be determined. And users will 
have the option of buying the Cino 
player, which will include DVDFS, or just 
DVDFS without the player. 


A fully supported DVD ROM drive will 
also be available as a bundle if required, 
as will the PCI sound card and RISC OS 
drivers. 


A more detailed FAQ is now available on 
the Cino web site at www.cinodvd.com 


Commenting on the announcement, Neil 
Spellings, Director and project manager 
states “We are very excited about 
bringing the ability to play this exciting 
format to RISC OS. The lyonix PC has 
given us the hardware capable of 
performing all the advanced decryption 
and decoding required for full high 
quality audio and video. 


"The DVD format is now mainstream, 
and Cino will allow lyonix owners access 
to the many hundreds of 1000s of movie 
releases in this high quality format, along 
with all the extras only found on the 
DVD-Video format such as making-off 
documentaries, theatrical trailers and 
directors' commentaries. Also, DVD data 
discs are slowly replacing CD-R as a 
high volume storage medium, and Cino 
will allow all RISC OS users to read data 
stored on them’ 


Jack Lillingston, Managing Director of 
Castle Technology, manufacturers of the 
lyonix PC adds "We are very excited to 
see DVD capability come to the lyonix. 
The fastest RISC OS desktop machine is 
a great platform for producing new and 
exciting software for RISC OS users, and 
Cino is a fine example of this" 


www.cinodvd.com 


Free monitor offer 


Castle are offering a free 19in liyama 
CRT monitor with certain models if 
purchased before February 2004. In 
addition for all orders placed before the 
12th December 2003 Castle will give you 


News 


a free USB memory card reader as well. 


Full details can be found on the lyonix 
PC Web site at www.iyonix.com 


Castle Technology Ltd, Ore Trading 
Estate, Woodbridge Road, Framlingham, 
Suffolk IP13 9LL 


Tel: (+44/0) 1728 723200 
Fax: (+44/0) 1728 727427 


X-Ample revises Impression 


X-Ample Technology of The Netherlands 
have taken over Impression from its 
former developers Computer Concepts. 
This means that Impression will be 
available for sale again to existing users 
of 26-bit RISC OS machines by the time 
you read this. Work on a native 32-bit 
version of Impression has already started 
and we will keep you updated as to their 
progress. 


Impression was always known as a very 
fast application (it is quite responsive 
even under Aemulor emulation). So this 
will be of special interest to lyonix 
owners, who currently run Impression 
under Aemulor, as a native 32-bit version 
is likely to offer much greater 
performance. 


All existing versions of Impression, such 
as Style, Publisher and Publisher Plus, 
will be replaced by a single new version: 
Impression-X and will contain all features 
of Impression Publisher Plus, such as 
named colours, improved colour support 
and support for professional publishing. 
Pricing and availability have yet to be 
determined, but there will be an upgrade 
path for existing users. 


As X-Ample now have access to the 
Impression sources, they have also 
promised to fix some long-standing bugs 
and will be adding new features. Initial 
work will concentrate on the 32-bit 
conversion and the fixing of bugs, but 
new features will be added soon after. 


Existing and new users are invited to 
visit the dedicated Impression Web site 
at www.xat.nl/impression/ Users are also 
kindly requested to report any bugs and 
“wish lists" so they can prioritise their 
efforts. Please send any comments to 
impression@xat.nl 
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High Speed Computing 
Order your RISC OS We specialise in all your RISC OS 
Machine today... needs for individual customers or 
small businesses. 


e RiscStation 


RISC Based Technologies 


MicroDigital 


bY CONT X< CA 


Call us for friendly advice or 
visit our website 


\/ | : # — « P.O. Box 519 * Doncaster 
We also stock a wide range of i eg 


RISC OS Software and accessories. » sales@etcsystems.co.uk 
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We have taken over devlopment of the leading DTP-style, 
RISC OS databases - . Extended CD 
releases have been produced (removing the old credit-based 
protection system) and brand new 32bit versions. The CD 
includes the latest release, plus online manuals and lots more. 


DataPower 2 CD version......... 
DataPower 2 CD + printed manual . 


Upgrade to CD for existing DPZ user . . 
32bit upgrade for existing v2 owners . . 


CD version ...... 
DP Home for existing v1 owners 


Web Authoring 


HTMLEdit 5 Studio (Whole Suite) 
HTMLEdit Studio contains: 

gt ee eer on Leer ee 
Web Designer's Toolkitv2+ ....... 
WebSpell (HTML-aware spelling checker) 


Network-in-a-Box 


Network-in-a-Box gives you all you need to network up 
RISC OS and Windows computers, and share printers/internet. 
Containing 2 network cards, cables, the Internet/Print sharing 
box, software and 5 printed, step-by-step manuals 
covering both RISC OS and Windows. 
ADSL-in-a-Box 

Similar to above, but for ADSL and without the 
shared printing. Everything you need to network a 
RISC PC/A7000 and Windows PC for ADSL 


Cable ADSL 


hitp://www.rcomp.co.uk/ 


1O00Mbit Net Cara 


High speed 10 and 100Mbit card 


are compatible with'Sironghia and Wise Os 4 © 
¥ jie products dre enhanced for RISC 05 4” 
il iF nae ia 


. } re, pur =~ 
1 A ; i ) Se 
rea =E. OF pee a fe re 
. toll a 
=. : i 1. Pi - 
Mi me | of iE. re ; nat \ x 
i aS " 
te ——r : ‘ 
—— = fr nk * J = - 
i “< -m4 = ae ah a nl | 
: ae a 
| 
/ K -. = ic [ 
pal ae 
ies et 
7 a 3 
te 


cmelivel wes 77 i ge icin en i oa Sau aD cs 


Internet Utilities 


R-Comp Internet Suite... ... 006. 
First class software to get you online! 
Consists of DialUp 2, Messenger Pro 2 & WebsterXL 
(described below). 

Available with a 56k Modem and Account for 


DialUp 
Internet connection software 
NB, £20 to MPro owners, or © 15 if you own WXL 


Upgrade from DialUp v 1 for 


Messenger Pro 

* Easy to set up and use, 

* Flexible view options 

* Offline and Network (°° 5) and Server (£100) 


WebsterXL 

+ Support for advanced Web technologies 

* Support for frames, tables, CSS and JavaScript 
* Includes 128-bit SSL —shop with confidence! 

* Uses plug-ins to support Java, Flash etc. 


Grapevine e 


| The definitive Internet chat software f ' 
a ~ fo communicate via MSN and IRC, / 


UniPrini 

“Universal™ Network Printer Driver .. . 

The software allows your RISC OS machine to print to any 
printer connected (and working) to a WindowsPC on your 
network. That £50 USB inkjet or expensive Photo Printer? 
No problem. UniPrint solves your RISC OS printing problems. 


UP VAcorn/PCcard & UP Deluxe . 

The Virtual Acorn version allows VA to print (and the Alpha 
portable), and allows printing via PC card. “Deluxe” includes 
both standard UniPrint and the VA version, plus Sprite printing. 


TEK is available now! 


| News 
Budget digital USB cameras 


Stuart Tyrrell Developments have 
released two digital cameras for RISC 
OS machines fitted with the Simtec USB 
interface. These miniature cameras 
measure a mere 83 x 40 x 27mm (3.27" 
x 1.6" x 1.04"), and easily fit into a shirt 
or trouser pocket. 


They are equipped with a 2.1MegaPixel 
sensor, and are capable of storing an 
average of 41 pictures at 1600x1200, an 
average of 87 pictures at 1024x768, or 
any combination. A 3MPix mode 
produces 2048 x 1536 images using 
internal interpolation. 


Images may be viewed on a 1.5" colour 
TFT screen, both when framing a picture 
and when reviewing the resultant picture. 
This screen also gives feedback as to 
settings and frames left, along with 
allowing for setup of the camera. 


In addition to a self-timer function, the 
cameras are equipped with a macro 
mode for close-up, and a 4x digital zoom 
which allows for easy framing of images. 


The cameras come complete with 
batteries, USB cable, a carry loop and a 
miniature tripod. They are supplied with 
drivers for both PC and the Simtec USB 
card. 


There are two variants of the cameras, 
one having a flash fitted for operation in 
low-light conditions. Although the 
specification of these cameras are high 
for their class, and the results taken with 
them impressive, they are not designed 
to replace a professional-class camera. 
RISC OS users who require the highest 
quality, full featured cameras are 
encouraged to consult dealers 
specialising in top-end cameras. 


Pricing is as follows: 


¢« STD Standard Digital Camera : £79 + 
carr + VAT = £99 

« STD Flash Digital Camera : £96 + carr 
+ VAT = £119 

e Simtec USB card: £69.95 + carr + 
VAT = £89 


STD are also undergoing a restructuring, 
which involves a new name, more staff 
and separating their business-to- 
business side from their retail side. The 
name Stuart Tyrrell Developments will 
become a trading name of Advantage 
Six Ltd. 
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Retail customers will continue to trade 
with Stuart Tyrrell Developments as 
before. Phone numbers and addresses 
will remain the same, your calls will be 
answered by the same people. However 
Stuart Tyrrell Developments gains the 
protection of a larger parent company. 


Current and potential business-to- 
business customers will become direct 
customers of Advantage Six Ltd, 
enabling these transactions to be 
handled more efficiently. Further details 
will be provided to these customers as 
required. 


Forthcoming months will see the addition 
of further staff to the team. Familiar to 
many RISC OS users will be Matt Edgar. 
Hailing from a similar training 
background to Stuart Tyrrell, Matt arrives 
on a permanent basis with over 12 years 
of experience in software and electronic 
design and specialises in scalable 
solutions. Visitors to their stand at the 
Wakefield show may have already met 
Matt, and benefited from his expertise 
and good nature. 


Simtec update USB stack 


Version 1.55 is a bug fix release to 
improve stability and interoperability still 
further. While an upgrade is not required 
it is advisable for all users. 


This update can be found from the 
support area on the Simtec web site at 
www.simtec.co.uk/products/AUUSB I |POD/res 
ources.shtml and general USB updates 
can be found at www.riscos-usb.com 


All users will benefit from some small 
speed improvements and reduced 
resource requirements. In addition to 
these improvements bugfixes, which 
have been produced as a result of the 
use of the stack outside the RISC OS 
market, improve compatibility with a 
wide range of devices which do not 
properly conform to the USB specifi- 
cation. 


APDL announce 32-bit 
conversions 


It's been a while coming, but APDL now 
appear to be getting through their 
enormous back catalogue of software 


with 32-bit conversions suitable for RISC 
OS 5. 


A new version of the classic Repton 
have been released, comprises the 
original Repton, Repton 2, Repton 3, 
Around the World in 40 Screens, Life of 
Repton and Repton Thru Time, all 32-bit 
safe. Desktop Repton is supplied on CD 
with colour printed manual and costs 
£19.90 


Upgrades from earlier APDL-ProAction 
versions are available as follows: from 
the original version in CD jewel case, 
£12; from the later version supplied in 
DVD case, £6 


For upgrades you must return your 
original CD. All prices include VAT and 
UK carriage. Please add £1 carriage for 
overseas shipments. 


StarFighter 3000 Other Worlds games 
CD will shortly be available. This CD 
contains Air Supremacy, Elite, SunBurst 
and, of course, StarFighter 3000. 


The new version of StarFighter 3000 is 
now 32-bit safe and is currently being 
tested on the lyonix. It has various 
improvements over earlier versions. It is 
supplied in a DVD case with printed 
manual. This new version will cost 
£19.90 including VAT and UK carriage. 


An upgrade from the earlier APDL-iSV 
Products versions is available for £11.50 
including VAT and UK post. You must 
return your original CD. Please add £1 
Carriage overseas. 


EasyFont Pro is now 32-bit neutral and 
has been tested on the lyonix. The 
EasyFont Pro CD package comes with 
over 2,400 professional fonts and costs 
£19.90 including VAT and UK carriage. 
Please add £1.50 carriage outside UK. 


Users who already have the latest 
version of EasyFont Pro, supplied in a 
DVD case with printed manual, can 
upgrade for £5 inclusive. There is no 
need to return your existing CD. 


Users who have an earlier version of 
EasyFont Pro from iSV Products can 
upgrade for £10 inclusive. You must 
return your original CD with your order. 
Please add £1.50 carriage outside UK. 


Version 4.10 of DrawWorks Select is now 
available. DrawWorks Select is the latest 
and best version of the highly acclaimed 
DrawWorks package and costs £39. This 


new version has a number of 
improvements and will be available at 
the RISC OS South East Show. 


Existing users of DrawWorks Select will 
shortly be able to download a free 
upgrade from the iSV Products section 
of the APDL Web site. Note that this 
upgrade will only work with DrawWorks 
Select. 


An lyonix-compatible version of the entry 
level version, DrawWorks SE, is now 
available for download from the same 
site. As with earlier versions of 
DrawWorks SE this can be used without 
charge. 


APDL, 39 Knighton Park Road, 
Sydenham, London SE26 5RN 
Tel: (+44/0) 20 8778 2659 
E-mail: sales@apdl.co.uk 
Web:  www.apdi.co.uk 


The ARM Club Midlands show which 
was to be held on 29th November 2003 
at the Motorcycle Museum in 
Birmingham has been cancelled. 


As many of you will have read in the 
national press, the normal venue, the 
National Motorcycle Museum, suffered a 
severe fire on the 16th September, 
destroying several parts of the building, 
and rendering many more parts 
unusable. The suite booked for the show 
was damaged in the fire, and has been 
declared unsafe. 


The ARM Club were unable to find a 
suitable venue to host a computer show 
and have taken the decision to cancel 
the show for this year. Exhibitors have 
been contacted directly, and those who 
had paid deposits will have these 
refunded in full. 


At this stage the ARM Club are planning 
to run the show again in 2004, by which 
time the Museum should be back in 
functioning order. 


Web: www.armclub.org.uk 


ArtWorks 2.09 released 


MW Software have released Artworks 
2.09 to all registered users of Artworks 2. 
Artworks 2 offers a whole range of new 
and enhanced features over the original 
Computer Concepts-developed version, 
plus the ability to run on the lyonix PC as 
its 32-bit neutral. Some feature 
highlights, and new items in 2.09 are: 


¢ 32-bit compatible to run on Castle's 
XScale-powered lyonix computer 

¢ Page rulers with origin control 

¢ A Skew tool to accompany the 
Rotate and Scale tools 

« Document stationery: create a new 
document by choosing from a menu 
of user-defined standard documents 

¢ Control over the distance of text fitted 
to a curve from the curve 

¢ Control over the starting offset of text 
fitted to a curve 

¢ A print setup tool to select the area of 
the page to be printed (useful when 
proofing small parts of a large size 
document) including the ability to set 
numeric printing offsets 

e Word/Paragraph selection in text 

areas by double/triple clicking 

Text export from text areas 

Saving JPEGs that are embedded in 

ArtWorks files 

User-defined dash patterns 

Control! of both width and height of 

arrowheads 

¢ Computation of the area of shapes 

« New unit "pix" representing the size 
of a screen pixel. 

¢ Optional warning about unused 
sprites in the sprite pool when saving 
a document 

¢ Configurable default font, font size, 
join style 

e Uses the RISC OS Choices system 
thus allowing each of multiple users 
to have individual choices settings 
(network or RISC OS Select only) 

e Almost complete German and Dutch 
dialogues in addition to English 

e Full interactive help for all tools, 
dialogue boxes and menu entries 
(English only) 

¢ Separate line width unit configuration 
(so you can have "pt" for line widths 
and something else as page units) 

e Pressing the Space bar switches to 
the previously used tool 

¢ ArtWorks document windows now 
obey the Wimp configuration settings 
about moving windows off the screen 


New options "Keep Info Box on screen" 
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and "Keep Tool Box on screen". When 
switched off, the Info and Too! Boxes 
obey the Wimp configuration settings. 
This allows multi-desktop utilities, such 
as Larger to work correctly with 
ArtWorks 2 


There have been many additional 
improvements including: 


e Automatic reformatting of text areas 
when fonts are substituted or when 
fonts are found to be available that 
used to be substituted when the file 
was saved 

¢ Holding down Ctrl when placing the 
caret in a text line allows you to click 
between characters as well, you do 
not need to click on a character as 
before ("relaxed" caret placement) 

¢ Improved auto-save feature: no 
longer displays a save box that can 
swallow key presses 

e New grid types (rectangular, 
isometric, radial) are compatible with 
transparency 

¢ Holding down Ctrl makes the 
marquee selection box select all 
overlapping objects as in Draw 
instead of only fully enclosed objects 


e¢ Plain text import improved: If the 
"New text always black" option is set, 
then the text does not inherit the 
current line colour and other outline 
attributes 


¢ Better ColourBar integration, it moves 
with the main window immediately 


e In all save boxes, dragging an icon 
now drags a sprite instead of a 
dashed box and you can drag right to 
the border of the screen 

e Dozens of bug fixes, some for long- 
standing ArtWorks 1 bugs 


New option for Draw import, "Create as 
editable colours” (with the settings 
"None", "All" and “Standard colours 
only") controls for which colours 
ArtWorks creates editable colour menu 
entries 


MW Software, Martin Wurthner, 
Mannheimer Str. 18, 67655 
Kaiserslautern, Germany 


Tel: 00 49 (0) 631 3608205 
Fax: 00 49 (0) 631 3608203 
E-mail: martin@mw-software.com 
Web:  www.mw-software.com 
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Able Computers (UK) Ltd | : 
Base Units from £189.00 Inc VAT IMPRESSION 1S back 


systems from £199.00 Inc VAT 


350w Medium Midi Mca Case IMPRESSION, the professional document processor 
Floppy Disk Drive is back. Initially created by Computer Concepts, 
30Gb 5400 Hard Drive ) ee Via : 
1428Mb PC2100 DDR Ram Impression was the first killer-application to hit the 
52x CD-Rom Drive RISC OS market. 
Integrated Pro Savage 3D Graphics 
Onboard 10/100 Ethernet LAN X-Ample Technology have now taken over the 
ax USe 2.0 Ports development of Impression and are planning new 
Onboard AC97 2 Channel Sound : ihe bia p 7 g | 
1x 4x/2x AGP Slot, 3 x PCI Slots features and releases, including a 32-bit version for 
CD Support disk and software bundle the IYONIX pc. 
AMD Processor 


| 1.3GHz £189.00 Inc VAT XP2000+ £214.00 Inc VAT 
-XP1800+ £207.00 Inc VAT XP2400+ £225.00 Inc VAT | 
| All our PCs are custom built to suit 
your needs, why not visit our website | 
to view our entire range of PCs | http://www.xat.ni/impression 
digital cameras and peripherals. | 


Tel: 0870 760 6109 
ar DOM WAUMVAclIM ow MBS | 
association | 


www.able-computers.co.ukK weneeo Te 


Able Computers (UK) Ltd. Johnson Close . J M P R E S S I O N 


Garsington, Oxford OX44 9AJ 


All prices include VAT but exclude delivery (£22.00 UK Mainland) 

Prices correct at time of going to print, prices and specifications 

are subject to change. On-site and extended warranties are X-Ample Technology bv - The Netherlands - Phone: +31 412 634433 
available from £19.00. E&OE ” 


The first new release will be available shortly, but in 
the meantime you might want to visit our special 


Impression web pages and give Us your opinion. 


| RISC OS is now available 

| on many different platforms. 

| When you buy a new computer 
you can check to make sure 
it has a fully licenced copy 
of RISC OS on it, by looking 
for this label on the computer. 
RISCOS Ltd is the only company 
authorised to licence RISC OS. 
The un-licenced use of any version of 
RISC OS is strictly prohibited. 


Any product that does not have this label is not using a licenced copy of RISC OS. 


For any queries please contact 


RISC: 


3 Clarendon Road, Cardiff, CF23 9JD 
Tel: +44 (0) 2920 464020 Fax: +44 (0) 2920 492326 


email: admin@riscos.com 


Graphics 


Graphics Problem Page 


‘ Dear AU, | have to supply 
artwork for my club's 
™ ' newsletter, but the woman 


who puts it together uses a 
Mac. What's the best way of getting the 
artwork to her? 


A: First, what format is your artwork in to 
begin with? If the graphic is in bitmap 
format, for example created in Paint, 
there are many conversion programs: 
ImageMaster, Creator, ImageFS, and so 
on. Convert the artwork into a TIFF or 
JPEG, which can then be used by both 
Macs and PCs. 


If the artwork is in vector format, created 
in Draw, ArtWorks, Vantage, and so on, 
then you have a few options. Using 
DrawWorks or ArtWorks 2, for example, 
you can save a Drawfile as an Illustrator 
file, and SVG file, or even a PDF file from 


DrawWorks), at least one of which will be 


usable by your Mac-user friend (and her 
PC-using sister too). Failing that, 
DrawWorks and ArtWorks 2 can also 
save in bitmap format: JPEG or TIFF 
format would be best. 


Q: Dear AU, | have to create an image of 
spokes of a wheel, but | don't know how. 
Help! 


A: Relax, it's easy with elementary maths 
on your side. First, in Draw, turn the grid 
on (Shift+F1 and F1 to show the grid) 
and create a line 8cms long. Now give it 
a width of 2pts and copy it (Control+C). 
Place the copy directly on top of the 
original line and go to the Transform 
menu: Rotate, 90 degrees. Group all 
(Control+A; Control+G). Copy the result 
and again place it over the original, and 
rotate 45 degrees. Group all, copy, place 
over original and rotate 22.5 degrees. 
Finally, group all, copy, place over 
original and rotate 11.25 degrees. This 
gives you a 32-point star; add a couple 
of circles and you've got a basic wheel 
shape. 


Q: Dear AU, All my friends seem to 
submit exciting looking assignments 
while mine are the same boring thing 
time after time. I'm miserable. 


A: Fret not! What you need is a hook, 


some zing: something which grabs your 
teacher from the get-go. Why not use a 
splash of colour, and render the title of 
the essay in an interesting font. You 
could create a font to suit the subject 
matter, or simply create intrigue with an 
unusual looking font. Try creating the 
letters simply with the straight line tool in 
Draw or ArtWorks. Start by drawing 
roughly the shape of a letter, and let your 
imagination dictate where you go. 


If you're happy with the result, carry on 
with the other letters in the headline. If 
not, start again. If there are two of the 
same letter, create them differently, 
otherwise it'll look too mechanical. You 
want originality, and there's nothing more 
original than letters you've created 
yourself! 


Now add colour, go wild! For a real 
knock-'em-dead effect, use pastels or 
garish colours against a black 
background. You need never again feel 
the frump of the college. 


Q: Dear AU, How do | create a shadow 
effect? 


A: Simplicity itself. Say you want a 
shadow behind a rectangle in Draw. 
Make sure the rectangle has a solid fill 
and no line colour. Copy it and fill it with 
a grey. Copy that, offset it and fill with 
white. Send the white shape to the back 
(Control+B) and group it with the grey. 
Go to the Select menu, down to Grade, 
and click on "8". Send the result to the 
back and place it behind your original 
shape. Viola! A nice shadow effect. 


If you like, you can increase the number 
of grades to make it a smoother shadow. 


Q: Dear AU, In my DTP program, | keep 
getting "widows", single short words that 
sit alone on the last line of a paragraph. 


Is there anything that can eliminate this 
embarrassing problem? 


A: You can link these words to the 
immediately preceding word in the 
paragraph with the use of a non- 
breaking space. Simply type Alt+space, 
or Alt+160 to create the space, and the 
two words will be permanently joined. 
You won't have to spend time cleaning 
up the loose ends once the document 
has been laid out, and there will be an 
end to unsightly widows. 


Q: Is it possible to create graphics for 
the Web using basic tools? 


A: Yes. If you're creating headlines or 
buttons, for example you can create 
them in Draw or Paint, and then pass 
them through InterGIF, a free but totally 
wonderful application which converts 
Drawfiles, Sprites, etc to GIFs ready for 
your web site. Both ArtWorks 2 and 
DrawWorks can do this using InterGIF 
internally. 


For photographs, JPEGs are mostly the 
preferred option, as they're not too big, 
but they retain the quality of image. 
You'll have ChangeFSI! which can 
convert Sprites to easily. You can set 
the compression values of JPEGs in 
most programs, but this will need some 
experimentation, as there is an optimum 
level where the file is small-ish, but the 
quality is till OK. 


Q: Dear AU, | simply can't draw, but the 
boss has asked me to design the 
Christmas menu. Please, please, please, 
tell me what to do! 


A: Firstly, don't panic! Persuade your 
boss to invest in some CD-roms filled 
with clip art. Clip art exists for people 
like you, so don't feel that you mustn't 
use it. Clip art is royalty-free, copyright- 
free, hassle-free, so relax, have a cup of 
tea and enjoy picking out the right 
illustration for the job. 


Nigel Gatherer 
augraphics@acornuser.com 


*) 


| Security 


Modern Cryptography 


ntil the late 20th century, strong 
{| cryptography was the preserve of 

government agencies and the 
military. But thanks to the advent of fast 
modern computers, cryptography with a 
‘military’ level of security is now available 
to the masses. 


Cryptography is so commonplace 
nowadays that many people are even 
unaware that they are using it in their 
everyday business. If you have ever used 
a PIN to obtain cash from a bank's ATM, 
or a secure Web page to order goods 
over the Internet with a credit card 
number, you have used cryptography. 


In order to discuss this subject, it is 
useful to define some conventional 
terminology. 


The word ‘cryptography’ originates from 
the Greek: kruptos (hidden) + graphein 
(to write). Cryptography is the science of 
creating secure cryptosystems for 
making data unintelligible to those for 
whom it is not intended. 


Cryptography is complemented by 
cryptanalysis, the science of ‘attacking’ 
cryptosystems, in other words cracking 
them or discovering weaknesses in 
them. Together, these form cryptology. 
Modern cryptography has become 
strong only because of the interaction of 
these two branches of cryptology. As 
cryptanalysis reveals weaknesses in 
various cryptosystems, cryptographers 
devise new and stronger cryptosystems 
in order to defeat all Known methods of 
cryptanalysis. 


Figure | illustrates the general scheme of 
a cryptosystem. The original data is 
known as the plaintext, and it is 
encrypted to produce the ciphertext. The 
reverse process, decryption, reproduces 
the original plaintext. The methods of 
encryption and decryption in any 
particular cryptosystem are described by 
a fixed set of mathematical rules, known 
as an algorithm, but the precise way in 
which the data is transformed in each of 
these two operations depends on a key. 


An important principle of modern 
cryptography is that the algorithms used 
in any cryptosystem should be publicly 
known. Only then is it possible for 
experts to analyse the system and verify 
its resistance to all known cryptanalytic 
attacks, so that users may have 
confidence in it. In other words, the 
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security of any encrypted data should 
rely solely on the secrecy of the 
decryption key, and not on any hidden 
encryption or decryption algorithms. 


In the cryptographic community, dubious 
encryption software is commonly called 
‘snake oil’, a term which originated from 
quack medicine peddled by travelling 
salesmen. Snake oil includes software 
for which the source code is not made 
publicly available, or for which the 
cryptographic algorithms have not been 
rigorously tested and analysed by expert 
cryptanalysts. 


Those who know little about serious 
cryptography often assume that a 
particular encryption method is safe if 
nobody has cracked it. Cryptographers 
do not see it that way. As the eminent 
cryptographer Bruce Schneier put it, 
“That's actually backwards. In the world 
of cryptography, we assume something 
is broken until we have evidence to the 
contrary." In other words, a 
cryptosystem must be subjected to 
serious analysis by experts before it can 
be trusted. 


Ciohers 


In modern cryptography the plaintext is 
represented in a computer file, which is 
basically a sequence of bits, each having 
the value 0 or 1. One often speaks of the 
plaintext as a ‘message’, but in reality it 
may be any data that can be represented 
in a computer, such as an image or 
sound file. 


A cipher is an algorithm for converting 
one sequence of bits into another of 
equal length, where the result depends 
on a key. In a symmetric cipher, the most 
common type, the same key is used for 
encryption and decryption. In other 
words, if a symmetric cipher is applied 
twice in succession, the original 
message is recovered. 


The details of how modern ciphers work 
are rather technical mathematically and 
need not concern us here, but the 
general scheme of operation of a 
symmetric cipher is easy to understand 
(see Figure Il). 


In general, the key for a cipher is simply 
a large number. Key lengths are conven- 
tionally measured in bits, and most of 


the well-known strong ciphers have key 
lengths between 128 and 256 bits 
(powers of 2 being most common). A 
cipher is considered ‘strong’ if extensive 
analysis by the world's best cryptog- 
raphers reveals that it is resistant to all 
Known cryptanalytic attacks. In 
particular, there should be no known 
attack more efficient than ‘brute force’, 
which is to say testing all possible keys 
to find the one that decrypts a given 
message. 


When brute force is the best known 
cracking method, it is easy to estimate 
the strength of a cipher by calculating 
the time needed to test all possible keys, 
using existing technology. Consider, for 
example, a cipher that uses 128-bit keys. 
This allows a colossal number of 
possible keys. Suppose, for example, 
that 10 billion computers are assigned to 
the task of cracking a particular 
encrypted message, each capabie of 
testing 10 billion keys per second. Then, 
if you have a little mathematical ability, 
you can verify that it would take about 
100 billion years to test all possible keys. 
That's longer than the estimated age of 
the universe according to modern 
cosmology, which is about 15 billion 
years. This is typical of the strength of 
modern ciphers. 


To be fair, on average it would be 
necessary to run through only half of the 
keys to find the correct one. But you will 
probably agree that this is pretty good 
security! 


With each additional bit of a key, the 
time required to test all keys is doubled. 
Therefore, even if computers become 
unimaginably faster in the future, the 
same degree of security could easily be 
maintained by moving to larger keys. 


Of course, since the security of a 
message encrypted with a symmetric 
cipher relies on the secret key that was 
used to encrypt it, it is of paramount 
importance to keep that key absolutely 
secure. 


Public-key cryptography 


Messages sent over the Internet usually 
pass through several relaying hosts 
before reaching their destination. Such 
messages are analogous to messages 
sent on a postcard through the postal 


system: they can be read by anyone with 
access to any of the computers through 
which they pass. 


Privacy can be ensured by using 
encryption. But symmetric ciphers are 
inadequate for secure communication 
over the Internet. If two people who 
cannot meet in person want to 
communicate securely, how can they 
exchange a secret key? If they have a 
secure channel for doing this, they may 
as well exchange the message itself that 
way as well. 


Public-key cryptography offers a neat 
solution to this conundrum. In a public- 
key cryptosystem, each user has a pair 
of keys: a public key and a secret key. 
On the basis of some rather clever 
mathematics, these two keys are 
constructed in such a way that each 
reverses the action of the other, but 
nevertheless there is no known feasible 
way for anyone to calculate one from a 
knowledge of the other. 


The public key can be publicised widely, 
in the same way that most people 
publicise their telephone numbers. In 
fact, there are ‘key servers’ on the 
internet, so that anyone who knows the 
name and e-mail address of a particular 
user can look up that user's public key. 
A message can be encrypted for a 
particular user by encrypting it with that 
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user's public key. Only that user can 
decrypt it, because nobody else has 
access to the corresponding secret key. 


A public key is sometimes compared to 
a padlock. If a public key Is like a 
padlock, then the matching secret key is 
like the ordinary key that opens the 
padlock. 


This analogy goes even further if the 
padlock is regarded as the analogue of 
not only the public key, but also the 
cryptosystem. There may be only a few 
popular types of padlock, but each 
allows millions of possible cuts of keys. 
There is no loss of security in allowing 
anyone to see the brand of padlock that 
is used (or the cryptosystem plus the 
public key). The security rests entirely on 
the secrecy of the particular key that 
opens the padlock (or the secret key in a 
public-key cryptosystem). 


The scheme shown in Figure II is again 
applicable to public-key cryptography, 
except that the two keys are different in 
this case. A public key is used for 
encryption, and the corresponding secret 
key for decryption. Just as in the case of 
symmetric ciphers, these keys consist of 
large numbers. In practice, the keys are 
stored in computer files, not 
remembered by the user. Since the 
secret key must be protected against 
unauthorised use, it is stored only in 
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encrypted form, using a symmetric 
cipher, and the user can ‘unlock’ it by 
means of a passphrase whenever the 
software requires it. 


Modern public-key cryptography offers 
the same degree of security as for 
symmetric ciphers, as discussed above, 
provided sufficiently large keys are used. 
But for technical reasons, public-key 
cryptography requires larger keys, 
typically 1024 to 2048 bits, to ensure a 
similar degree of security. 


In this article | have discussed only the 
general concepts of modern 
cryptography. The reader will be glad to 
know that the methods discussed above 
can be implemented by means of user- 
friendly software in modern computers, 
including RISC OS computers. ‘Military- 
grade’ security is available to everyone. 


In future articles | shall describe the 
RISC OS software that can be used for 
strong cryptography. Meanwhile, readers 
may like to look at the available 
programs collected on my Web site at 
http://web.bham.ac.uk/N.M.Queen/pgp/acorn.h 
tml 


Nat Queen 
n.m.queen@birmingham.ac.uk 
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Designing stunning graphics) 


has never, been’ easier...) 


Create stunning graphics using 
advanced features like 


* multiple transparency types (mix, 


stained glass, bleach) 
* multi-column text areas 


—~.. ae 


Get the latest version of the platform’s most popular Suitable for RISC OS 3.5 or higher 
: Tested with RISC OS 4, Select and 5. 
advanced vector graphics package! Tested on Rise PC, Omega and lyonix 
* dynamic blends and replications Many applications including Impression, 
* moulds and perspectives OvationPro, OHP and PhotoDesk can 
* Sprite/GIF/TIFF and SVG export directly render ArtWorks files”. 
* Draw and EPS import and export Alternatively, export in standard Draw 
* linear and radial fills, Undo/Redo format for use with all applications 
* ... many more ... supporting the Draw format. 


* user-defined dynamic pattern fills 


New: ArtWorks 2.! released! 


* Page rulers * Print area control 
* Advanced text on curve control 

* Document stationery * Interactive help 
* Many bug fixes and other improvements 


‘AMD Athlon XP 2600+ 
256MB DDR RAM [PCe —_ 
64MB shared graphics 
Integral 5.1 channel sound 
56K V.90 modem 

10/ |OQOMbps LAN 

1.44MB floppy drive 
‘1206B 7200 RPM | hard dive } 
I6X DVD drive 

52¢X32X5e CD writer 

300 Watt midi-tower case 
Multimedia keyboard 
Mouse with ‘scroll’ wheel 

17" monitor [3 years OSW) 


E-Life Mini PC System 
AMD Athlon XP 2600+ 

S5I12MB DDR RAM ([PC2 700) 
Integral graphics and sound 
|.44MB floppy drive 

l20G6B hard disk drive 
DVD/CDO-RW combo drive 
Matching keyboard and mouse 


TEL: O845 166 5250 Fax: O121 686 4145 
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. MW Software Mannheimer Str. 18 
Mandala design Martin Wuerthner 67655 Kaiserslautern 
created by Henk 
Huinen usin siaaiseaat: | 
| 4 
ArtWorks 2 martin@mw-software.com http://www.mw-software.com/ 


“without transparency; requires latest version of free Art Works Viewer utility 


ArtWorks 2 Full Version . ...........ccccscsssscsssrsssesseesee £169 
ArtWorks 2 upgrade from ArtWorks 1.7 .......... £125 
ArtWorks 2 upgrade from ArtWorks pre-I.7 ... £140 


Please enquire for details of upgrade offers for existing plug-in modules customers. 
All prices include VAT. Please add £4 for p&p. Make cheques payable to Martin Wuerthner. 


EPSON Compatible Cartridges sro ee 
[Black + 1 ColomriuuufS.9S ©20/C40l00leeq/460/450 os 


2 Black + 2 Colour........£10.95  soq/ssq/g00/e40/B60/6T0 
3 Black + 3 Colour....£1495 
5 Black + § Colour. £2),95 PhotoEX/TO0/740/750/760 


10 Black + 10 Cohowr........ £791) BhO/RSOR6Q/880 and more... © 


EPSON Compatible Cartridges 


'44/C50/C60/C62/680/790/870/875D | Black +1 Coloer £10.95 


+81)830/890/895/900/915/925/1270/1290 3 Bick 23. Celeee nae se 
1 Black ............ £5.95 1 Colour £6.50 4 Black +4 Color —.............£53.95 
§ Black £19.95 SColour...£23,95 3 Black +5 Color £410 
EPSON €70/C80/C82 Compatible 
1 EPSON 2 EPSON ANY 3 EPSON COLOUR 
FULL PACK FULL PACKS Cyan, Yellow,Magenta 
b NOW ONLY NOW ONLY NOW ONLY 
/ £21.00 £38.00 £16.95 
Compatible LEXM,Rik Compatible 


e” *Binck...£1225 CO614A Black....£1295 | 13400HC.......Only £15.50 
cs 13619HC........Only £18.00 

ck. 1225 CB61SA Black....e12.98 | JOSE ew OMY EROS 

hy. 12.50 C8578 Colour...£18.00 | 1247980 Only £16.95 
a | 1760050 ....Onty £15.95 
1680 Cees | Colow.-£16.50 | anno aly BEDE 
‘6.60 C1823 Colour..61650 | 15!M0120.Only £18.00 
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Maximans Compt uter / 


Munic me Bt tie ral MSs — { Gila fT eRe a Free Delivery 
Aberfeldy @ Perthshire # PH15 2B/ —— VAT Inclusive Prices 
Same Day Dispatch 


www. maximans. CO. T | Qe me 


Online Ordenng 


Tel: 01887 829477 .Sessiese™ 


0800 161 36 38 
WWW Brit 


Listen to MP3s,/MM5N chat 
a wirelessly with bluetooth 


Wirelessly Sync{backup) SIM card 


phone book / 5M5 over bluetooth 


Surf the net wirelessly with a 
Wireless USB adaptor in your PC 


Surf the net Wirelessly with 
PCMCIA Card in your Laptop 


Print Wirelessly 
over Bluetooth 


Create Peer to Peer network 
wirelessly exchange dota 
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REDshield, our anti-spam and anti-virus filter 
can eliminate unwanted e-mail and stop 


malicious viruses attacking your network. 


REDNET, a leading ISP invite you to attend a 
REDshield breakfast meeting. To register your 
free place visit www.red.net/acorn 


REDshield 


Anti-virus 
Anti-spam 


ja REDNET 


Networking & Internet 


REDNET Ltd, 6 Cliveden Office Village, Lancaster Road 
High Wycombe, Bucks, HP12 3¥Z 
Tel: 0800 970 5000 ~— E-mail: contactus@red.net 


Shopping for e-shops 


| E-Shopping 

erhaps you have a good idea for 
LO? a product but don't want the 
hassle of creating your own store 
and running it. E-commerce could still be 
a viable option for you if you use one of 
the several services available to set up 
your own ready-made shop. Building a 
business from a kit is hardly anything to 
be ashamed of, look at the number of 
high-street coffee shop franchises. 


Acorn users come up against a specific 
problem here, though. Many ready-made 
shop systems, for example the widely 
used www.roman.co.uk require you to 
install software to maintain and access 
your site. If you are exclusively operating 
from an Acorn platform it is not really 
possible for you to take this option. 
Luckily there are still several choices, not 
only for those lone surfers wanting to sell 
posters to his friends but also for global 
brand names. 


Cafepress 


www.cafepress.com 


Cafepress is the grandaddy of all the 
custom shop systems. Starting out in 
1999 as a T-shirt printing service for 
mainly personal Web sites, it then moved 
into mugs, clocks, mousemats and even 
knickers. Recently it has expanded into 
vanity publishing, upload your novel, and 
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it will bind and print it 
for you. 


There are two versions, 
free and paid-for. The 
free version is quite 
workable if you only 
intend to open a small 
shop. Simply upload 
the design, preferably 
in a GIF format. You 
could, of course, use 
JPEGs but the lossy 
compression will make 
it look as if your shirt 
or mug permanently 
needs a wash. The site 
will automatically 
generate pictures of the images onto the 
products without you needing to lift a 
finger. 


The commission system is fairly simple. 
There is a base rate for each product 
you are selling. T-Shirts, for instance, 
retail at $13.99 (about £8). If you're 
feeling charitable, you can simply sell 
them at that rate and not receive any 
money. Otherwise, you might like to 
consider upping the price. You receive 
95 cents for each dollar that you 
increase the price, and the money goes 
into your balance. 


However, if you don't make $25 (£15) of 
commission payments within a quarter, 
the balance is reset. Essentially, this 
means you must sell about eight or nine 
t-shirts a month to get anything back if 
you only raise it $1 above the base price. 
This writer doesn't know of anybody who 
has managed this without a lot of 
marketing and work. 


Cafepress's free services are easy to use 
but are crippled in a similar way to 
Shareware. You cannot have more than 
one design on one 
product; for instance 
you're not allowed to 
have a whole range of 
stylish clocks or 
knickers. The amount of 
power you have over the 
way your shop looks is 
limited. You can upgrade 
your shop for $7/month, 
which gives you greater 
contro! over everything. 


The products 
themselves are 
extremely good quality. 
The clothing is screen- 


printed rather than ironed. You can't 
have a white design on a black 
background though, because white is 
always rendered as transparent and not 
glossy ink. Cafépress seems to have it in 
for goths. 


There is one obvious disadvantage to 
Cafepress. It's in America, and 
everything is in dollars, and you have to 
consider shipping on top of the cost of 
the products. A simple T-Shirt can 
therefore work out about £16, with only 
about 7Op of that going to you. There 
was also a great deal of controversy and 
concern over to whom intellectual 
property of the uploaded images 
belongs, but Cafepress themselves seem 
to have cleared it all up by issuing new 
terms and conditions. 


Although Cafepress's product base is 
expanding all the time, you are still a 
little bit limited in what you can sell if you 
use them. If your site has a worldwide 
view and most of your customers are 
expected to come from America, 
Cafépress is an extremely good option. 


http://www.cafepress.com/orisinal/ 


Best for: Personal Web pages and blogs, 
amateurs, American markets 


Make My Megastore 


www.makemymegastore.co.uk 


Make My Megastore has a wide range of 
products, from mobile phone covers, 
through the obligatory T-shirts, to teddy 
bears, and like Cafepress has free and 
paid-for sections. Make My Megastore, 
however, is based in the UK. 


That isn't the only way in which Make 
My Megastore differs from Cafepress. 
The free part of the store basically 
operates like an e-mail account in that 
you have to log in to buy items. You can 
then upload pictures to put on products: 
JPEGs only, however, which makes any 
‘cartoon-style' GIF images or 
monochrome designs slightly out of the 
question if you are looking for good 
fidelity. 


The products are slightly more 
reasonable than its distant American 
cousin and, of course, being UK-based 
you do not need to worry about interna- 
tional shipping costs. But the only 
feasible way you could use a free service 
to offer products as part of your Web site 
is to publish a username and password 
and hope that surfers don't delete your 
files. And then you wouldn't be making 
any money from this. Make My 
Megastore may be missing a trick here. 


The paid-for version requires you to 
contact them and set up a dialogue with 
their site so they can create a company 
site based on your needs. You get 
commission on the products too, 
although this needs to be negotiated. 
Their Web sites are extremely easy to 
use, and they have a good team of 
designers. One interesting idea of theirs 
is that if you have a high-street 
presence, you can put your site on 
computers inside your shop so people 
can walk into your store and buy things if 
they don't want to talk to a shop 
assistant or cashier. Nice, but slightly 
defeats the point of e-commerce. 


One problem with Make My Mega Store, 
for older RISC OS browsers, is that the 
designers have designed it with Flash, 
for no apparent reason. 


http://o2. makemymegastore.com/ 


Best for: One off purchases, fan sites 


Global Web Store 


MARE WOH KR WS 
WEBSITE... wat 


pc's INSTANT 


www.globalwebstore.co.uk 


You will need to open an Internet 
merchant account for this one, but that 
is practically all the technical ability you 
need. Entirely based online, the Global 
Web Store allows you to smoothly set 
up, run, change and maintain your 
customers. It has been designed in mind 
of those who don't have the time or the 
ability to set up their own store and link 
it into their merchant accounts, but 
nevertheless it is extremely powerful. 


The design of the shop you are given 
remains static. You have a front page and 
several category pages in which you can 
place your products. This may be 
frustrating to some who want to have 
flexibility, but this has been done very 
deliberately. "If customers can get to your 
products simply, they will buy them," 
says James Dobson, MD of Global Web 
Store. The database-driven nature of the 
site is quite attractive to many of Global 
Web Store's customers, particularly to 
those who deal with catalogues or 
information. "More than half of our clients 
just use the service to create a company 
Web site, without any e-commerce." 


You can also monitor stock levels, upload 
pictures of your products and change 
images on the front of your site. None of 
your products are confined to one part of 
your site, aS you Can cross-index them. 
One particular feature is that you can 
select whether or not your products are 
end-of-line, that is if stocks run out they 
will never be replenished. The product 
will then be removed from view on the 
site. 


The administrative tools are compatible 
with most browsers, most of the 
workings of the site are server-side, and 
the software continues to be developed. 
The ability to contact customers through 
SMS, to let them know when orders have 
been despatched, will have been added 
by time of going to press. If you have any 
particular requirements for your site, the 


E-Shopping 


team of six behind the site will try to 
make room for them. They will also tailor 
the mechanism for your banking needs. 


Global Web Store is not really designed 
for bloggers hoping to flog a few t-shirts. 
This is for serious businesses only, as the 
software requires investment. You can 
either pay a one-off charge of £1,500 or 
hire the site with a price based on how 
many products you hold. Everything, 
including a secure server to host the site 
and customer support, is included. 


welceme is 


www.zebramenswear.co.uk 


Best for: Large, established companies. 
Individuals willing to invest capital, and 
those confident enough they have a big 
seller. 


Summing up 


These are just three of the huge numbers 
of e-commerce shops available. Many 
ISPs have their own shop systems, or 
will be able suggest free ones that will 
be compatible with their set-ups. 


When it comes down to it it's a case of 
getting what you pay for, and deciding 
what it is you are really after. If you 
simply want to brand products but not 
actually have any stock, the Cafepress 
model is what you need. 


lf you are investing in real stock, “real” e- 
shops are what you are going to need. 
They take real money but if you are 
working with your own products you 
should have some real money to invest. 


One word of warning though, building a 
better mousetrap will not have the world 
beating a path to your door. E-shops 
require promotion just like any other 
business and in a web-based world with 
tens of thousands of competitors make 
sure you're putting some money into that 
too. 


Quin Parker 
quin. parker@acornuser.com 
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ISP Report 


ou may have noticed an advert 
Y with the Web address 

“www.not.ms" gracing the pages 
of Acorn User in recent months. Perhaps 
its significance passed you by, or 
perhaps you realised its meaning but 
didn't bother to actually try it out. You 
can, it really works. 


It leads to the web site of a company 
called Andrews and Arnold which started 
in telecoms, but then moved to 
supplying ISDN equipment and became 
an Internet Service Provider specialising 
in ISDN equipment and telecommuni- 
cations solutions for small to medium 
sized businesses, including e-mail 
servers and Internet access. 


AAISP (as the ISP part of the company is 
called) provides a real Internet 
connection with as many real public IP 
addresses as you need, reverse DNS, 
IP6, and UK domain with Web space and 
POP3 or SMTP mail as you might need 
using Web-based configuration. 


With a domain like www.not.ms as you 
might expect, the company does not 
assume you're using PCs and is as 
happy dealing with Macs, Linux and 
RISC OS. 


Andrews & Arnold Ltd run training 
courses on various subjects. Apart from 
courses on the systems they supply they 
also do more general training as well 
such as a one day IP course aimed at IT 
staff and people interested in 
networking. The main objective is to 
provide a more detailed understanding of 
the actual operation of IP protocols 
covering subjects such as: the format of 
IP, IP6, and MAC addresses and subnet 
masks; Ethernet networks (hubs, 
switches, cables, 10/100/1000, 
crossover); MAC addresses and ARPs; 
subnets and subnet masks; Basic 
routing and gateways; Static routes, and 
return paths; and much more besides. 


A&A is run by the Rev Adrian Kennard 
who has a long history in the computer 
market and was a BBC Micro and 
Archimedes user himself. We managed 
to grab a little time with him and ask him 
a little bit about himself and the 
company: 


AU: How (and when) did you get into 
computers? 


AK: That was at Secondary school, mine 
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Not M$ 


was one of the very first to offer any sort 
of computing lessons. 


AU: What interesting computers have 
you owned in the past? 


AK: The ones that stand out are the 
TRS80, BBC Micro, Archimedes, 
Nascom, and various others... | have 
even built some myself as well. 


AU: When (and why) did you decide to 
run an ISP company? 


AK: It started as a spin off from the 
telephone system and routers we were 
selling. We were dealing with a lot of 
companies and they wanted to know 
who to use as an ISDN dial-up ISP. it 
was an obvious opening for us for 
additional business so we set one up. 


We have expanded from there, getting 
into ADSL with one of the very first 
commercial ADSL services in the country 
using BT links. 


With the advent of the FireBrick, three 
years ago, and writing a complete 
TCP/IP stack from drivers through to 
Web server, | think we have a pretty 
good understanding of Internet 
protocols. 


AU: A+A is ranked as one of the best 
ISPs in the country, why do you think 
that is? 


AK: Attitude! Honesty; No nonsense tech 
support: Trying to do things properly; 
Being pro-active, for example, we ping 
every line every second to track any loss 
and latency, and correlate results so we 
can report 
to BT's core 
networking 
teams 
before any 
customers 
even notice 
a fault; 
Forward 
thinking 
(about 10% 
of our 
customers 
already 
have an IP6 


assignment). Providing a quality “real” 
Internet service that does what it says on 
the tin! 


AU: You own a URL of www.not.ms, does 
that mean you have no Windows PCs in 
your business? 


AK: We also have sod.ms. We generally 
use Linux machines. However, we do 
maintain a variety of systems so that we 
can support our customers better. My 
own machine uses Linux and my e-mail 
is sent over IP6. 


AU: How do you see the Internet market 
moving in the future? 


AK: Steadily expanding in to the mass 
market for broadband. | am sure there 
will be more and more “shrink wrapped" 
services that are aimed specifically at the 
novice/home user, whereas we aim to 
continue to provide an unfiltered “real" 
internet connection that can be used for 
more than just Web pages and E-mail. 


Andrews & Arnold Ltd 
Enterprise Court 
Downmill Road 


BRACKNELL 
RG12 10S 
Tel: 01344 400 000 
Fax: 01344 400 001 
Web: www.not.ms 
Steve Turnbull 
steve.turnbull@acornuser.com 


ith USB now taking serious 
hold in the RISC OS market it 


is nice to be able to look at the 
various peripherals we can now plug in. 


Probably the products uppermost in the 
minds of most of us is storage devices. 
Let's get some mega-storage devices 
and plug them in. 


Bluntly it's not that simple. Firstly, the 
Simtec card has generic mass storage 
drivers and STD will try to develop 
drivers for other devices, see comments 
below. We'll cover that in the next issue. 


The lyonix also has generic drivers and if 
you have all the updates all you have to 
do is plug-in a mass storage device and 
up it pops on the iconbar. Actually | 
could really do with something like 
having the icon flash for a bit because it 
is SO quick and so subtle that | 
sometimes don't spot it. 


But the complications go further than 
that. As everyone knows USB is 
supposed to provide plug'n'play connec- 
tivity. Plug in your device; the software 
recognises the type; sets up the 
appropriate driver; and you are off. 
Unfortunately some manufacturers don't 
like this, so instead they give their 
devices a mass storage class (for 
example) and then do something else 
which means only their software will read 
the device. Worse than that the specifi- 
cation isn’t precise so even one 
supposed to be correct might not work. 


But there is more, if you have a mass 
storage device of less than 2Gb size you 
are okay, because the DOSFS software 
can handle anything under that. But it's 
really easy to get devices with 10Gb, 
20Gb, even 80Gb or more. These may 
not work, a priority should be given to 
upgrading DOSFS because that one 
simple fix should increase the available 
USB devices dramatically. 


As a result of the four products that | 
wanted to look at this month, | have only 
one that is of direct use on RISC OS, 
and one which you should just get 
anyway because it's really cool. 


Of course if you've decided to get one of 
the new virtual Acorn machines that are 
popping up all over the USB limitation 
doesn't exist because you can just use 
the PC to read the data and then transfer 
it to the Acorn side. 


USB products 


Magicstar 


The MagicStar MP3 player is one of 
these little pen drives which has the 
software to play MP3 files that are stored 
on it. It comes with a short USB 
extension lead so it can be plugged in 
easily; it's charged via the USB and that 
gives you plenty of play time; all the play 
controls are on a single "play-pause- 
stop-fast forward-next track-last track" 
control. There is also a manual lock to 
stop files being overwritten. 


On the lyonix it pops up as an extra 
drive when plugged in and you can drag 
and drop files in and out as you would 
expect. Creating MP3 files on the lyonix 
can be achieved simply by using the 
bundled CDBurnLite to extract audio 
tracks as WAV files and then grabbing 
the public domain CDrip software off the 
Web. 


We had the 64Mb version to play with 
which is only for one album's worth of 
music but, according to my daughter, it 
is excellent and she is the envy of her 
friends. 


Archos AV340 


This is where it would have been really 
cool if DOSFS could have handled more 
than 2Gb. This little unit takes the 
personal MP3 player concept and turns 
it into the personal Video player concept. 
Rather than having 64Mb this one 
weighs in with a 40Gb storage space. 


The unit itself is smaller than a personal 
CD player though a bit heavier and not 
surprisingly because this must be 
absolutely jam-packed with electronics, 
LCD screen and batteries. 


USB 


The LCD screen which takes up one side 
of the unit measures about 7cm by 5cm 
with a set of six controls down the side. 
The first pair of buttons are 
Play/Pause/Enter/On and 
Stop/Escape/Off buttons. The middle 
"putton" is actually a tiny joystick with a 
click-to-select as well. Below that are 
three almost alien-style buttons which 
are used to select the three menu 
options that are usually available at the 
bottom of the screen. Sockets for the 
device include a mini-USB, serial, 
audio/SPDIF and SCART so you can 
plug it into multiple video sources. 


On start up there are nine icons 
displayed on the screen: Photo, Music, 
Video, AudioCorder, Browser, Setup, 
VideoCorder, CamCorder and Camera. 


The first three are simply folders 
containing the appropriate files; the 
"Corders" are for recording from different 
sources: Audio and the various video 
inputs. The camera option is for reading 
digital camera images. 


The browser option allows you to 

wander around the directory structure 

while setup lets you alter audio playback 

options, how songs are to be played (in 

order, looped, repeat and so on). You 
can set the clock, alter the TV-out 
format, language modify the 
power saving options and other 
system variables. 


As you may have gathered this 
unit is capable of digitising video 
input, which it encodes into 
MPEG4 files. No special drivers 
are needed to attach it toa 
computer, it behaves as a 
completely standard hard disk 
-_unit when attached by USB (it 
just shows a "USB active" 
message). So all we need, in 
order to have a video digitiser for RISC 
OS, is have an updated version of 
DOSFS. 


Anyway this is a great toy and | don't 
want to give it back but | have to. If you 
want one for Christmas, go to 
www.archos.com 


Steve Turnbull 
steve.turnbull@acornuser.com 
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OnlyDisk %& 
The Future of Disk" 


No drives, no drivers, no cables, no card Netac’s products are available to buy in nationwide Exciting Product Ranges 


_ readers and no adapters ired. omputer stores : rs throughout U 
pees ~~ pe ception fa an * OD USBI.| - The Only Disk You Trust 
| Since the invention of OnlyDisk back in 1999, Netac Visit www.weast.co.uk/WheretoBuy.htm for details. OD DOS Bootable - FI Tes 
| Technology has grown strength to strength both in China Our resellers include Time Group, Micro Anvika and fi ai. iat 
| | ) * OD Secure -Your Data Worth More 
and international market. many other high street shops. For your nearest * OD USB2.0 - Flash Memory Flash S 
With Netac's revolutionary patent technology, stockist, call 020 85689988 or visit: * OD MP3 Playe Mccain Wien ics 
, . ' ; 7 , r- I Our MIusiCc 
users can easily plug OnlyDisks directly into their PCs www.weast.co.uk * USB CF Card - No More Card Readers 
or Macs via USB ports, and use OnlyDisks as removable 
data storage media. Features 


Further with Netac's exclusive DOS Bootable model, 
which can boot the computer system into D O5, OnlyDisk 
finally declares the end of an era for floppy drives. 
Many PCs now simply does not have floppy drives. 

As the leader of the USB flash memory industry, 
Netac’s full product ranges include USBI. and USB2.0 OnlyDisk* is compatible with Windows 98/ME/2000/XP, Mac 9.x/X, Linux 2.4x 
OnlyDisks, DOS Bootable OnlyDisks, Secure OnlyDisks, | 
USB CF Cards, USB MP3 players and many more. 


With its strong R&D team and product quality control, | ® 
Netac is chosen by many world famous companies as their 
OEM partners, including IBM,DELL, HP. TOSHIBA etc. | 


OnlyDisk is solid, robust and resistant to extreme Weast Limited 297 Osier Crescent London N|0 IRD 
temperatures and magnetic fields. Tel: 020 88159988 Fax: 020 88159966 Email: mail@weast.co.uk Web: www.weast.co.uk 


+ OnlyDisk is patented in China since 1999 
* Its patent is pending worldwide 

* Ultra Stable for data storage and transfer 
* Capacities from |6Mb up to 2Gb 


Inspired by technology, brought to you by 


freeish internet 


ADSL Special Offers 


Home ADSL - All our services are unrestricted and come with 
FREE ADSL Modem Worth over £50.00, unlimited email addresses and webspace. 


Home 512USB Only £25.99 Inc VAT 

Home 512SB-V Only £29.99 Inc VAT Anti-virus and Firewall with Garental 
control included 

Home 1Mbps and 2Mbps Services Available CALL for Details 


Business ADSL - All our services are unrestricted and come with a FREE ADSL Router for 
networks worth over £100.00, Static IP Address and unlimited email addresses at 


Business 512Lite Only £25.99 + VAT Hardware Firewal Option Only 
Business 512NET Only £49.99 + VAT Hardware Firewal Option Only 


a = 


Why not let us host your website at the some time from only £4.00 + “a 
Business ]}]Mbps ond 2Mbps Services Available CALL for details. 


or email, broathband@smesup 


PHOTODESK, ( CAMERADESK AND OHP2.5 are all now fully 32bit tomes compatible 


iy COmMix< 


K studio quality art and image 
processing pac age is now priced at only £80 inc. VAT, 
and is bundled FREE with all digital cameras 
purchased from us. 


OHP2.5 the presentation package is fully compatible 
with all RISCOS from 3.5 upwards and is only £40.00 
inc. VAT 


CAMERADESK is now compatible with both CASTLE 
and SIMTEC USB boards and now a very wide range 
of cameras including Canon, Nikon and Sony. New | : | 
| cameras are added to the range daily. The standard ae ee ee 
camera protocol, PTP is supported. CAMERADESK is PHOTODESK LIMITED TEL. 01305 822753 
| £49.00 or £125 to include USB hardware from Simtec chrisephotodesk. 1td uk 
or Castle and Photoshow camera browser utility. www. photodesk.1td.uk 
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Domain registration with forwarding 


Includes : 
2 year registrations Domain registration fees 8 
= CO.UK, .ORG.UK, ouihpecc De | Intel Pentium 4 2.4 Ghz Processor Clevo 41 OE 
Wd Q +VAT -ME.UK URL forwarding 912 DDR Ram SS 
as 40 GB Hard Drive 
-COM, .NET, .ORG, COM, .ORG and .HET long-term 654MB ATI Radeon M9000 Graphics Card 
4 year only £25 : 
| £40 evar NAME, BIZ Sunni peas 15.1 XGA Screen 
10 years £180 CD-Rom 
.UK.COM, .GB.COM, Extras : | | Microsoft Windows XP 
; POP) mailboxes £10 CF 
5. -UK.NET, .GB.NET Mailing list ESO | 


Traneperent forwarding £10 £9 O00) 
Web hosting 


price includes delivery 


Domain registration with hosting All hosting includes : 
Take above prices and add: Domain registration fees 


cet? F DONS Hosting 
ape f 2 be) or Web site hosting 
*VAT PHP4 


$51 (Server Side Includes) 


4 % 4 5 Rane site Aree 


Search Engine Registration E25 
CGI-BIN E20 


<7 0 10Mb site Domain transfer £10 
: . +VAT it price ‘AT @ 


All prices axclude VAT @ 17.5% 


We can also design your site - ask us for a quote! 


Self Build Laptops are also available. Choose your 
own and build at home! We have six models of 
laptop carcass to choose from ae . £399 


domains@speltingll nets 

Tel. 07785 935497, Fg 7 aeionenes ome Edinbersh EHS 1HN 
ics pi Hiview Chee = Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Intel, the 

Sli CRE-TAU = Intel Logo and Pentium are registered Trademarks of Intel Corporation 


| Training 


Ss any decent dictator will tell you, 
A a vital part of achieving world 

domination is educating as many 
of your subjects as possible about your 
systems and your philosophies, and 
making detailed knowledge of them 
completely crucial to getting anywhere in 
your career. This is exactly why Microsoft 
Certified Training is so important. 


You may not like it, but Microsoft is not 
going away. And if you want to get 
anywhere in a career in IT, you're going 
to have to swallow your pride and click 
on a few Start buttons. There are over a 
hundred Microsoft Certified Training 
Centres in the UK, all offering a 
bewildering variety of courses from 
Access to XML, at all levels from very 
basic to very high. 


Microsoft also offer professional MCP 
qualifications, recognised across the 
world. Training centres are classified 
according to quality too. Those centres 
that Microsoft deem worthy are classified 
as Gold. These "elite" proudly display 
their Gold certification. 


There are almost as many ways of 
learning as there are courses. Microsoft 
have books and CD-ROMs, as well as 
online courses. An exam is set at the 
end of each course to test competency. 
Classroom learning remains the tried and 
tested way of achieving certification and 
the one which most companies and 
individuals use. 


According to Microsoft, prices are 
"determined by our premier training 
partners, and vary worldwide." In the UK, 
though, there is not as much regional 
variation in cost as one would expect. 
Many large Microsoft Certified Training 
companies, such as Parity Training and 
Azlan, have centres all over the country 
which provide equivalent courses which 
cost the same in, for example, 
Manchester as in London. 


Parity's Microsoft Certified course in 
Administrating SQL, for instance, will 
usually cost £1,495+VAT for a week- 
long, tutor-led course wherever you are 
in the UK. Sometimes the price will dip 
to £1,350+VAT, or rise to £1,845+VAT, 
depending on the company and the 
extra support they give. As a rule of 
thumb, an employer should allocate 
£1,500+VAT per employee for a week- 
long course. 
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Other training 


This is all very well if you are employed 
in a company which is willing to train 
you. Things can get difficult for those 
who want a change of career or need to 
upgrade their skills with no help from 
their employer. For instance, some parts 
of IBM currently have no formal training 
schemes available to staff due to 
budgetary constraints, with the bosses 
preferring to leave the training of newer 
staff to their colleagues rather than 
professional teachers. 


Most training companies charge 
individuals the same rates as they 
charge businesses. IT changes rapidly, 
and those who don't keep up-to-date 
will find themselves as much of a 
museum piece as an x86 chip. People 
become unemployed, cannot.find the 
cash to continually refresh their skills, 
and then find themselves unemployable. 
Furthermore, many courses take place 
over blocks of one week or a month, and 
finding the time off work or jobhunting is 
often impossible. Effective training is 
simply not practical for many people. 


Luckily, this could all be about to change 
with a pioneering scheme in Edinburgh. 
New Horizons Scotland has imported, 
from Holland, an idea that seems so 
obvious and workable that it is a shock 
that nobody has tried it before. Lindsey 
Malone explains: "Although we do run 
the week-long courses, we were finding 
more and more that people don't find 
them to be convenient. So we started a 
walk-in system. 


"You buy vouchers in advance, which are 
valid for a year. You literally walk in and 
learn, and you take the course at your 
own pace. We always have an MCT in 
the room to give tuition and to answer 
questions, and you take the assessment 
when you are ready. It takes the best 
parts of learning online and being in the 
classroom environment. 


"On the MCSA and MCSE, we have two 
computers per student so each student 
can run and test their own networks. We 
hold the walk-ins in the evenings and 
people find them more flexible. And if 
you need to cancel a session, you can 
do it just hours in advance with no 
penalties." 


Voucher prices vary depending on how 
much training and time you need, but 

the general cost is considerably less for 
the individual. But there are many more 


ways of making the costs less prohibitive 
if you are on your own and nowhere near 
Scotland. 


Several companies, such as Parity 
Training, give discounts to individuals of 
up to 40% if they have attended a 
Microsoft Event Roadshow. At the time 
of going to press, there were two 
scheduled, one in Bristol and one in 
Reading. If you are attending either 
show, you will be given a code to use at 
the time of booking to claim your 
discount. The offer is only valid for 
courses booked by the end of the year 
that run until 31st March, but is open to 
both individuals and businesses. 


Funding is also available in many circum- 
stances. MTC in Sunderland, as well as 
offering bulk corporate discounts for 
large groups, helps individuals look for 
ways of paying for at least part of their 
courses through government 
programmes. The Learning and Skills 
Council, for instance, will pay for 40% of 
your course under some conditions, out 
of its total annual budget of £8bn. 


ExecuTrain SW, based in Exeter, are 
running a scheme in partnership with the 
European Social Fund, which has £60m 
available for training. The ESF will back a 
strictly limited number of places for 
companies who wish to train up an 
individual as an on-site 'IT Expert’. There 
are different initiatives for many different 
situations, and they are always worth 
asking about. 


lf you are looking for employment with a 
company which is willing to train staff, 
the standard to look out for is the 
Investor in People scheme. This was set 
up in 1993 to encourage companies to 
grow the skills of their staff and provide 
and pay for training courses to develop 
employees. To display the standard, a 
company must regularly assess the 
training needs of its staff, plan and 
budget for it and evaluate its 
effectiveness. It is a sure sign that a 
company will take your career 
development seriously. 


Most of the time people do find IT and 
business training beneficial. "I've been 
on countless Microsoft Certified 
courses," says Tanj Gosal, a technician 
at ITNet. "They've all been really helpful." 
Yet for whatever reason, sometimes 
training courses benefit neither employer 
nor student. Alan Thomas, operations 


manager at a logistical removal 
equipment firm, sent three employees on 
an Introduction to Excel course as part 
of the Investor in People scheme: “I'm 
afraid it wasn't that useful. Two people 
left six months afterwards. The other one 
who went on the course realised that he 
didn't need Excel to carry out his job." 


The same is true for large companies. 
One person working for an international 


Glossary 


Microsoft uses various acronyms and 
terms to describe their courses, trainers 
and certificates. Here is a guide to some 
of the most important ones. 


MCDST Microsoft Certified Desktop 
Support Technician: Troubleshooting and 
making the most of the Windows 
operating system and applications. 
Includes a strong customer service 
perspective. 


MCSA Microsoft Certified Systems 
Administrator: The maintenance and 
administration of Windows-based 
network platforms. 


MCSE Microsoft Certified Systems 
Engineer: This differs from the MCSA in 
that, rather than administration, it 


Investors in People 


Investors in People is the national 
Standard which sets out a level of good 
practice for training and development of 
people to achieve business goals. The 
Standard was developed during 1990 by 
the National Training Task Force in 
partnership with leading national 
businesses, personnel, professional and 
employee organisations such as the 
Confederation of British Industry (CBI), 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) and the 
Institute of Personnel and Development 
(IPD). 


The Standard provides a national 
framework for improving business 
performance and competitiveness, 
through a planned approach to setting 


financial information organisation saw 
everybody else in his department sent on 
a Microsoft Certified course in C++: “I 
already happened to be the most 
experienced in the department, so there 
was no course for me. They trained for 
five days, at £1,500 per head. But 
overall, they only got a grounding in the 
subject. And then one of our team came 
back and said 'C++ is just like 
JavaScript, right?' Which doesn't really 


concentrates on the creation and 
infrastructure of networks and stand- 
alone systems. There is also the option 
to specialise in security. 


MCT Microsoft Certified Trainer: A 
person who is qualified to teach a 
Microsoft Certified course. An MCT will 
have taken exams and gone through 
rigorous assessment, as well as being an 
MCP. 


MCP Microsoft Certified Professional 
is an individual who has completed a 
Microsoft Certified course. According to 
Microsoft, MCPs earn on average 11% 
more than people in equivalent jobs who 
have not taken a course. 


CTEC Centre for Technology is an 
accredited college which has been 
authorised by Microsoft to run Certified 
courses. Will have at least one MCT 


and communicating business objectives 
and developing people to meet these 
objectives. | 


The Investors in People Standard is 
based on four key principles: 


« Commitment to invest in people to 
achieve business goals 


* Planning how skills, individuals and 
teams are to be developed to achieve 
these goals 


¢ Taking action to develop and use 
necessary skills in a well-defined and 
continuing programme directly tied to 
business objectives 


¢ Evaluating outcomes of training and 
development for individuals’ progress 


Training 


speak very highly for that course..." 


Perhaps Microsoft Certified Training 
centres are not as homogenous as 
Microsoft would like them to be. But the 
Gold standard is always a very good 
indication of quality, as well as word of 
mouth. 


working there. 


SME = Small to Medium Enterprise, an 
SME Is one that employs less than 250 
people and an annual turnover of less 
than £28 million. Various funding 
initiatives exist to help smaller companies 
train their staff and cover for them while 
they are away. 


Contact addresses 

Parity Training, Wimbledon Bridge, 1 
Hartfield Road, Wimbledon SW19 3RU. 
Tel: 0800 656 100 


New Horizons Scotland, 22 Logie Mill, 
Beaverbank Office Park, Edinburgh EH7 
4HG. Tel: 0131 557 7000 

Execulrain SW. Tel: 0117 909 8400 
MTC. Tel: 0191 515 3355 


towards goals, the value achieved and 
future needs. 


Being recognised as an “Investor in 
People" involves a number of steps: 


Understanding the Standard and it's 
strategic implications for your organi- 
sation; Undertaking a review against the 
Standard to identify any gaps in current 
practice; Making the commitment to 
meet the Standard and communicating 
that commitment to all members of staff; 
Planning and taking action, to bring 
about change; Bringing together the 
evidence for assessment against the 
Standard; Achievement or recognition as 
an Investor in People. 


See www.iipuk.gov.uk 


Quin Parker 
quin.parker@acornuser.com 
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7 : ats best | Specialists In Aluminium Cased 
, | & Small Form Factor PC Systems 


At Tasdec our aim Is to build the best looking and best 
performing tailored systems for the user who demands 
a little more. 


From Complete Solutions & Barebone Systems To Custom 
Built Computers To Your Specifications. 
We Offer A Large Range Of Monitors, Keyboards & Mice, 
Printers, Networking equipment etc. 


The Blaze of Mirror and Aluminium 
Mirror and Aluminium panels are the 
available choices on the new Qbic 
series. The system is only 20cm tall, 
yet still providing two 5.275" device 
. Aharmonious front panel 

encloses ail the device bays and 

_ connectors, giving the Qbic system a 
very unique look. 


Compact, Light and Stylish 
With a revolutionary design of the & 
conventional PC, Shuttle’s PC's 
have the sleek look that fits 

| anywhere from the office to the 

living room. It is one of the 

| industry's most advanced Small "je 

| Form Factor PC's, supporting the a 

latest technologies in an amazing small size. 


Small and Stylish 

The new Mega PC, combining a Hi-Fi and PC 
in one smart aluminium case. Features 
include an AM/FM Radio Tuner, Audio CD 
Player, MP3 Music CD Player and 

Remote Control that can be used without 
the need to switch the main PC on. 
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FL ; the latest technology. We use major brand 
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Guildford Show Report 


| Show Review 
| his year's Acorn South East 

| show, organised by SASAUG 
(Surrey and Sussex Acorn User 
Group) at Guildford College of 
Technology, can be summed up by what 
people have to say about it: 


"The difference between having a PC 
and an Acorn," says one punter at the 
SASAUG South East Show, “is that when 
you have a problem with PC software, 
you Call customer services, you wait on 
the phone, and when the person 
answers the phone they don't have a 
clue what you're talking about and it's 
cost you ten quid. When you have a 
problem with Acorn software, not that it 
happens much, you e-mail or phone the 
author and he sorts it for you." Or, of 
course, you go to the show and you talk 
to the author yourself. 


On this day, Oregano's stand was a case 
in point. The publisher very patiently 
dealt with a stream of queries, questions, 
problems and rants: "Why have you 
given us an option that doesn't exist? It 
wasn't greyed out!" "Why are the colours 
on the printer always so wrong?" 
Oregano 2, of course, is the long- 
awaited product of the feedback and the 
gripes. 


All the code has been overhauled, and 
among other things there is now support 
for Flash 4.0. "It's a more rounded and 
complete product, although we welcome 
everybody's suggestions," say Castle. 
Problems with banking sites and secure 
servers have also been fixed. 


One Acorn owner who had come from 
Eastbourne to Guildford to speak to the 
Oregano team, originally had to log-on 
with Explorer running off a PC card to 
pay his bills, not a very satisfactory way 
of doing it. Work continues apace, most 
importantly with a fuller and more 
detailed implementation of CSS, which 
many web sites use for display and 
layout. It will be ready "probably in about 
three or four months." However, a good 
number of people are still awaiting a 
comprehensive manual for Oregano. 


A free trial version is available for 
download from www.castle.org.uk/oregano/ 
and everything is fully operational apart 
from the print and save functions. 
Inevitably, a dialogue box keeps 
reminding you to upgrade every ten 
minutes or so of surfing. 
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You might have overheard the odd 
hairdrier being aimed at the 
programmers, but there were no real 
earthquakes in the Acorn landscape this 
year. The main advances were updates, 
modifications and tweaks. RISC OS 4.40 
was launched, which is “essentially the 
same as 4.37 but in ROM. It is aimed at 
people with older computers who want 
an easy way to upgrade." 


Castle's presentation was first in the 
theatre, showing off a shiny new lyonix 
with 2048x1536x16m display, a low 
power ARM processor with two small 
fans, USB connectivity and backwards 
compatibility with older Acorn podules. 
In fact, the USB connectivity was so 
successful that it immediately connected 
to an Olympus camera with no extra 
software and no problems transferring 
data. 


Guildford 


SE Show 
Oct 18th 


Two different kinds of machine were on 
offer. A lower spec with 80 GB HD and 
128 MB RAM would set you back £1,299 
while a somewhat higher spec machine, 
with a 120 GB HD and 200 MB RAM 
cost £1,399. Monitors were on special 
offer at the show, and were given away 
with each purchase, sent free to your 
home address. Free software includes 
Messenger Lite, Oregano 2, Fireworkz, 
and also a top-of-the-range Epson 
scanner. 


Last year's question and answer 
sessions became rather heated in 
places, although arguably this may have 
been because the show took place in 
half the amount of space with twice the 
attendance. In contrast to last year and 
indeed some of this year's stands, things 
seemed a bit more muted in this year's 
theatre. 


Replying to one question about the 
limitations of print quality with the printer 


drivers installed 

on the 

lyonix 

system, 

Castle said 

that they were 
concentrating 
more on getting 

a releasable 
machine on the 
market. People 
should look to third 
parties if they want 
any immediate 
updates. 


It might seem harsh, 
but this is another way 
in which Acorns differ 
from PCs. If your system 
is missing something, you 
or somebody you know can a 
write an application to 

improve the situation. You 

don't have to download expensive 

American Shareware with a technical 

support number in California. 


Another question dealt with the 
development of RISC OS 5. 
Will it become 
entirely 

structured 

around Select 
features? 

Castle replied 

that some 

technical issues 

still needed to be 
resolved, but it 
should be 
technically 

possible. They 
added: "RISC OS 
has moved on 
considerably from 
where it was in 1999, 
and we are very keen to 
keep our software as 
compact as we possibly 

can, keeping the smallest 

amount of memory and 

offering the smallest priced product." 
Good to see RISC OS getting smaller as 
Windows gets more bloated. Then there 
were some issues with older programs, 
notably the one-time ‘killer app’ music 
score creator Sibelius. It runs in a special 
screen mode, and the lyonix doesn't 
support it. Castle promised to look at 
that issue immediately. 


Of course, advances in technology tend 
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HEATLANE ZEN 
Forget the fan! Our revolutionary 
new Heatlane Zen Pentium 4 
cooler from Scythe ~~ ou all 
the rity | you need - with zero 
noise - right up to 2.8 GHz! 


QUIETFEET™ 


These adhesive ‘feet’ are made 
from a specially developed 
acoustic absorption material 
designed to prevent vibration and 
resonance roan hard 
surfaces. Used with PCs, printers 
Of games consoles, you wont 
_ believe the difference! 


ACOUSTIFAN™ | 
Following on from __ their 
hugely successful Acousti- 
Pack™ and AcoustiCase™, 
Acousti Products Ltd have 
announced the world's quiet- 
est fans. Featuring thermal 
sensitivity, gel mountings, low 
vibration motor and transpar- 
ent thermoplastic. Ainiow 
without noise - as simple as 
that! 


SURROUND HEADPHONES 
Take acoustic realism to new 
heights! Games and DVD 
soundtracks have never sounded 
so real. Full spectrum clean and 
crisp surround sound right in your 
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Bauir Boot The Ultra Quiet power supply = 


www.duietpc.com/uk 


0870 3210291 


RISCube Computers 


They're Small. They're Powerful. 
They run RISC OS 
(and WindowsXP). ‘Nuf said. 


This page is yellow, so that you can't say you didn't see it! 


Definition: Normal Computer 

Beige box, often in tower format, around 2 foot tall. 

Depending on make/model likely to do a reasonable impression of a small jet taking off 

May be seen ina “desktop” configuration, still beige, still about 2 foot wide. 

Location: Forcibly stored in offices or back bedrooms, where they cannot frighten children or small animals 


Definition: RISCube 

About the size of a stout shoebox 

Brushed aluminum look, not out of place next to VCR, TV or Hifi. Low noise due to innovative cooling 
Location: Anywhere you like! Easily portable around the house or to/from work, due to small size and low weight 


Now that the formalities are over with, let us introduce you to your new friend. The systems have been designed to 
offer high levels of performance yet be small, unobtrusive and attractive. Amazingly, you can enjoy style and small 
size, while still having the kind of cutting edge speed that would make a teenage gamer drool! 


RISCube machines are primarily designed to run two operating systems - RISC OS 4.02, and WindowsXP. 
Both operating systems are supplied in their entirety to ensure compatibility and reliability. 


When you turn a RISCube on, you have a choice - 
RISC OS or Windows. If you select the RISC OS 
option, you boot straight into the RISC OS desktop, 
ready to run your software at StrongArm speeds and 
beyond! 


RISC OS 4.02 ited she WindowsXP But of course, sometimes you may wish to boot into 


Windows. Perhaps your kids have games which only 
work on Windows, or you need to use special services which aren't 
RISC OS compatible. It’s like having two complete computer systems, 
but for the price of one! 


Best of Both 
Worlds 


All machines come with networking as standard, plus 5.1 surround 
sound, USB/Firewire etc. Each machine is hand-built, and pre- 
configured to order. Latest drivers are installed, and rigorous testing is applied to ensure it performs to its best. 


Prices start at £699 Including VAT and UK delivery! 


Call us on (+44) 01925 755043 or go to http://www.rcomp.co.uk/ to take the next step... 


Interactive 22 Robert Moffat, High Legh, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6PS, England 
| om E-mail: rci@rcomp.co.uk or check out http://www.rcomp.co.uk/ 
: p Phone: (+44) (0)1925 755043 Fax: (+44) (0)1925 757377 


to cause some problems with backwards 
compatibility. One very good example of 
a third party running to the rescue also 
on show was Aemulor, by Neil Spellings 
and Adrian Lees, the 26-bit emulator for 
the lyonix PC. Many older programs use 
26-bit machine code, such as those 
written in compiled C or BASIC 
programs with assembly code in. 


One such program demonstrated on the 
Aemulor stand was Personal Accounts 4. 
If you attempt to 
run this program 
on an lyonix, it 
crashes with an 
address 
exception. But 
if you drag it 
to Aemulor on 
the iconbar, it 
runs 
perfectly. 
There was 
no need to 
have a 
separate 
window; it 
just runs in 
the 
desktop 
like a 
normal 
program, and 
interacts perfectly with other programs. 


Neil Spellings also brought along his 
transparent lyonix. It's interesting seeing 
inside one, there is much more space in 
there than you would think. “The fans are 
just for decoration," he explains. “The 
back one is lit up with blue LEDs and the 
front one is a neon element." But you 
won't be seeing it being mass-produced 
in China for PC World as because the 
casing is perspex and not metal, there's 
no electrical shielding, and you would 
run a significant risk of irradiating your 
household pets. 


Another emulator came in the polished 
form of the Unix Porting Project. This 
slick application by Peter Naulls runs 
Unix software in a window on the 
desktop. Anything that runs in X appears 
in a window, magically with the X GUI 
inside. "It's potentially useful to 
everybody," says Peter Naulls. “There 
are literally thousands of programs 
available on Unix systems." You 
subscribe to the service monthly, and if 
there are any programs that don't work 
which you need to be converted he will 
get to work on doing it for you. 


There was a lot of other software on 
show. Cocognut, developed by BBS star 
Marc Warne, is an Acorn P2P client in 
much the same way as KaZaa but 
without the intrusive spyware and pop- 
up advertising. Large files can be 
transferred over the Gnutella (alternative 
to KaZaa) network with ease through a 
straightforward interface. It integrates 
easy with Marcel, the Internet Suite and 
all of the other methods of connection. If 
you bought it at the show, Marc gave 
you a real coconut to take home. Who 
said Guildford wasn't an exotic, palm- 
fringed paradise? 


APDL/4th Dimension was clearing out 
their attic, and demonstrating their RS!- 
proof keyboard with trapezoid keys and 
a left-handed optical mouse. Both of 
them were wireless. Next door Aaron 
Timbrell was doing a roaring trade in the 
latest version of his Virtual Risc PC 
software. 


Another clearout stall was the one 
organised by SASAUG themselves. This 
featured jewels like Snapper for the 
Acorn Electron, the RISC OS 2 PRMs, 
countless old AU cover discs and that 
four colour plotter you've always been 
hankering for. All proceeds from the 
sales, brought in by SASAUG members 
and by other users at the show, went to 
CHASE, the children's health charity. 


A lot of the software on offer at this 
show, through nobody's fault, is basically 
designed to make services available for 
PC users run on Acorns. It was therefore 
refreshing to see a couple of exhibits 
which offered goodies exclusive to the 
Acorn world. 


Fortran Friends had a wooden bell tower 
on top of their Risc PC. They were 
demonstrating the campanology (bell- 
ringing) programs that he and his 
company had developed. The bell didn't 
have a clapper inside; instead, there was 
an infrared sensor next to it. "There is a 
light source, a reflector strip, and when 
the bell makes a pass It crosses the light 
and a signal is sent down to the 
computer, which rings the bell." 


The software included over seventy 
different bell-ringing combinations for the 
novice campanologist to practise, and 
has appeared to rave reviews in several 
bell-ringing publications. John hoped 
that it would both help to save some of 
the older church bells from wear and 
tear; although "a well maintained bell 
shouldn't be damaged when it's rung.” It 


Show Review 


might also encourage people to become 
interested in bell-ringing and its simple 
rules that build into complex patterns of 
music. "People aren't ringing bells, as 
you have to go out in the evenings to do 
it. But with this | can ring away for all the 
time | want." 


The Electronic Font Foundry have been a 
fixture at Acorn shows for almost as long 
as they have been going. Edward Detyna 
was selling CD-ROMs of high quality 
versions of every single font imaginable. 
There are over 1000 in total. 


A font was recently created at a leading 
US university that is supposed to be 
completely legible to those with dyslexia. 
"That font was a Polish reading font," 
says Edward Detyna. "! found it in the 
1990s. We have been doing research 
about learning and dyslexia since 1993, 
and we have used school children for 
testing. 


A lot of modern fonts have letters that 
are identical, mirror images, such as 'b' 
and 'd'. lf the children were familiar with 
the font, they would read quickly but 
with mistakes. But if the children did not 
know the font but if every single letter 
was a different shape, they got it all 
right. So for accuracy, rather than speed, 
that font was better." It seems Acorn 
owners have always been pioneers. 


lan Chamberlain of IC Systems, who was 
marketing WebWonder, an easy-to-use 
web designer and developer with 
everything imaginable included, had a 
good show: "It's been quite successful, 
but doesn't seem as busy as last year." 
He stresses that his Artworks 2 manuals 
are available even after the show. 


It is good to see a community where 
everybody talks to one another and 
active feedback and participation is 
encouraged. "! continue to buy things 
here because | want to keep supporting 
RISC OS," explains one man who 
attended the show. So if people do 
come up to you and tell you exactly what 
is wrong with your program point by 
point, they are only showing an active 
interest. Judging by the number of 
people queuing to give their opinions, 
suggestions, comments and general 
whinges at the stands, the Acorn scene 
is thriving. 


Quin Parker 
quin.parker@acornuser.com 
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, PaintPal Deluxe 
cor ~ ‘Touch sensitive graphics tablet 
flow distributed by ‘The Fourth Dimension’| 
Small quantity of serial port version 
available £697 


USB version in development £TBA 
Upgrades to serial version for Iyonix available 


HP Laser Printer [Sas 


Hi Spec, tray fed, refurbished HP 6PI ch 
600DPI, 8ppm, PCL5, parallel port. | 
250 sheet dese 4K page toner cartridge, 12K duty cycle 


£130; +£10p&p 


3 month warranty 


ADSL Routers ~~ Lexmark Laser Printer 
Now from Network Card Heavy duty Hi Spec bargain price! 
£95 for cable line e.g. NTL 10baseT & 2 600/1200DPI, 16ppm, ig ppm. duty — 
a ; for RPC/A7000 ee 8MB PCL6 & Postscript: 
£115 for standard BT line ‘s - £ 4 ~ } ae USB « parallel ports 
Please phone f inf, : ULaS: , | 
ease phone for more info or see ffer extende : t a ee | £2605 »: 4+£10p&p 


http ://www.cyemicros.co.uk/adsl/ 


Pasi i865 with printing on CD facility .............00.. £220 54g Wireless networking now available! 


AGFA SCSI Scanner 600x1200DPI Ex Demo....... £90; S/H StrongARM cards.............0.0.0000 from £150; 
Canon Camera 4M pixel, 3xOptical zoom.....£380 750MB ZIP drive IDE inc. disc..........2.......0. £150 
Yakumo Camera 4/2M pixel smail!...............0+-. £176 Sensational Software Sale! 
BU AAGR TOD sons = i hats hg oe £270 20%-90% Off RRP selected titles 

1S” Wadesiecee: 1 CP anaes hic ace enee see: http://www.cjemicros.co.uk/swoffers/ 
4 way USB KVM with cables ...-..--soceun _..NEW£110 A3 Canon BJC4550 ex demo -..cc.cecceooee. £2004 
IDE CDRW Burn Proof 523252 inc CD Bum.£135 | 32bit C/C++ (30% OFFY) .cccccccccscscessssesee <n£138 
Optima Video editing system upgrades .....from £300+ ZIP 100MB SCSI S/H (External £120)........£65 
20GB IDE Hard Disc...s.ssssssscsesesssees Special offer £72 S/H EagleM2 Audio/Video digitiser ...........£160 
40GB IDE Hard Disc......... ee hls SETS: £90 HP 3822 Inkjet printer inc. driver ................Vew! £120 


160GB IDE Hard Disc (7200rpm)...Special offer £185 


EDO RAM 32MB £30 64MB £45 128MB £85 |S 
_ FPMRAM 64MB £50 128MB £90 


Free 


19° Meccan § YONIX pcs from £1 249 eae Please phone or see: http://www.gemicros.co.uk/iyonix/ : 


ViewFinder ? bp KD Left handed Keyboard 

Now with TV output & 128MBr-”j _,_ © Mouse (Uireless’) |S 

© numeric Keypad 18 on the ie and side 

Also now supports 2 and 4 colour modes & with extra and editing eta both left and right side! 
(DVI-I) output (Software support in development) ZPOA | | a 


32MB ViewFinder £175 i 3 Button Mouse, 800 dpi gas Si 


Optional Iyonix £7 5 et 
AGP upgrades for existing ViewFinders to 128MB £156 | | compatibility! 


All CJE prices TCuioK VAT:@17.5% |. CE Mocs Rap 


78 Brighton Road 
& UK mainland delivery, unless otherwise stated. Worthing - 


Official orders welcome. E&OE. Prices subject to change & stock. West Sussex 


ltems marked t are sold by 4D (Fourth Dimension) and have no VAT BN11 2EN 
ni Tel 01903 523222 Fax 01903 523679 sales@cjemicros.co.uk _http://www.cjemicros.co.uk/ 


CTA Direct. “cis 


Manchester 
M29 8DS 


The RiscStation 
Chameleon 
Portable System 
available NOW. 


Multi-OS Portable System from RiscStation 


Riscstation is now able to offer high quality hardware that 
gives you the power of RISC OS 4, Microsoft Windows XP 
and Linux running on processors of up to 3Ghz and 
beyond! And what's more, CTA Direct have stock NOW, 
ready to ship... 


@ Enjoy the benefits of the very latest in technology inc. 
iLink, USB2, wireless connectivity, DVD writing etc. 


@ Harness the power of multiple operating systems and 
embrace new systems such as Linux. 


® Never be caught short again with one system's 
inability - just switch to your OS of choice and carry on 
regardless! 


® Quality, tried and tested equipment with customer 
support for Hardware, Windows and RISC OS. 


® Truly eye-opening StrongARM performance within the 
RiscOS 4 environment. 


@ RISC OS Select subscriptions are valid on our new 
hardware, install your RISC OS Select as normal. 


14" Celeron 2Ghz CD system £ 777 svat 
14" Athlon 2000 DVD/CDRW system €£ 964 «var 


15" P4 2.4 Ghz DVD/CDRW system £1172 «vat 
15" P4 2.6 Ghz DVDRW system £1265 «var 
17" P4 2.6 Ghz DVD/CDRW system £1209 «var 
17" P4 3.06 Ghz DVDRW system £1636 +var 


Linux 


ig ghee 


Telephone : 01942 79 77 77 
Email : info@ctadirect.co.uk 


| All models subject to availability. Prices and specifications maybe subject to change. E&OE 


adventurous work in 
engineering, programming 
and sales 


| never wanted to be a clone. They said | 
would have to be. But | believed that 
talent was more than a suit. 

We need innovators in software, 
hardware and technical sales to help 
develop our products and markets now 
and in the future. We are keen to see 
examples of the work you have done as 
this shows your ability far better then a 
degree or a claim of a hundred years 
experience. 

Whether you are a head in the clouds 
innovator or a down to earth 
methodologist we want to challenge you 
with our all weather display and audio 
technology, our "transport traffic contro! 
centre" software and new websites for the 
transport industry. We are not just looking 
for a set of skills. We are looking for the 
right kind of imaginative and creative ye . 
people that we feel form the backbone of 

a strong company. If you can prove you 
have these attributes through work that 
you have done either for an employer or 
on your own, read on. 


break the mould with a small engineering challenge! 


lf you are an adventurous engineer or technician with a passion 
for electronics, firmware or industrial design then we may have 
an adventure for you. Being a small company means working 
closely with a few others to maintain our current systems in the 
field and to develop and improve current designs for the future. 


i think therefore | program 


If you are an adventurous programmer with a passion for Java 
application programming, cocoon, XSLT, FreeBSD or Linux, 
embedded software, ARM or other extreme stuff then we may 
have an adventure for you. Being a small company means 
working closely with a few others to maintain our current 
systems in the field and to develop and improve current designs 
and software for the future. 


sales is the art of the possible made plausible to the 
sceptical 

If you are or would like to become an adventurous sales or 
marketing person with a passion for selling technical products 
and a flare for explaining in terms that can be easily understood 
then we may have an adventure for you. We need somebody 
responsible enough to look after our current customers, 
adventurous enough to seek new ones, and moral enough not to 
sell customers what they don't need. 


A big company man once said to me that his objective was to get 
the project done irrespective of the talent of the people working 
on it. Here at Nexus Alpha Ltd we want to get the work done by 
using the best of your talent. If you don't want to be a human 
resource but would rather be a person working in a people 
company then contact us for a chat. Who knows we might have 
the right adventure for you. contact: 


Tom: Patrick: 

01634 304 226 020 7622 6816 

tom @ nexusalpha.com london @ nexusalpha.com 
Nexus Alpha Limited Nexus Alpha Limited 
Beaufort House 5a Old Town 

Beaufort Court Clapham 

Sir Thomas Longley Road London SW4 OJT 


nexus alpha 


eAvailable at no cost, Greater Mancheter, 
A3000 monitor, dot matrix printer and 
steel stand. Call Peter on 01706 646769 
after 6pm. 


*RISC Palmtop, 8mb Machine hardly 
used with manual. £39 + P&P, Telephone 
020 8318 5155 (Ask for Frank) 


*RISC600, Original Box, All manuals, 
Easiwriter Professional, Draw Extra 
Turbo, Lemmings and some Clipart 
installed. Plus loads of fonts. reasonable 
offers. 07786 802256 


eAcorn items for sale: 

[1] Single slice Risc PC. ARM610; 6MB 
RAM; 1MB VRAM; 420MB HD; Cumana 
CD-ROM; RISC OS 3.50. Original 
mouse, keyboard, manuals and boxes. 


(2) Two slice Risc PC. StrongARM SA- 
110; 64MB RAM; 2MB VRAM; 2GB HD; 
24-speed CD-ROM; RISC OS 3.70. 
Original Mouse, keyboard, manuals and 
boxes. 


(3) Psion Series 3c PDA. 2MB RAM; 
Mains adaptor; Leather Case; PsiRisc 
Acorn link software. All original boxes 
and manuals. 


Free Adverts 


(4) Cumana SCSI2 Podule. 


(5) CJE 5x86 PC second processor card 
for RiscPC. 133MHz, 512k cache. 
Comes with PCPro software. 


(6) Computer Concepts LaserDirect4 
laser printer plus podule. All software 
and original manuals. 


(7) Epson GT9000 A4 flatbed SCSI 
scanner. Original boxes and manuals. 


(8) Software (all boxed with manuals and 
bits): Artworks; Eureka v3; Ovation Pro: 
Impression 2; Fireworkz Pro; Mr Clippy; 
ImageFS 2; SparkFS; Keystroke; 
PCSound Professional; Win95FS; WMF 
IT; Clip IT; ImageMaster; ANT Internet 
Suite 2; Compression; ArcFax; Virtualise; 


Font Directory 2; Touch Type; PublishArt; 


PublishArt 2. Any reasonable offers for 


all items (or combination of items) above. 


P&P charged at cost or available to 
collect. 

Contact Jon Aylwin 029 2041 0678 or 
jon@aylwin.org.uk 


¢ Two Master 128s, 3 disc drives, 1 Cub 
Monitor, 2 mice, software, £50 buyer 
collects. East Kent Coast. Phone 01303 
87364. 


Acom User Free Ads Service 


Your name: SSSR PSPSPS TESST PP Pee eee 


sexeiaeies avvsecesee VOU PPIOTE PUTING: ensensstenvensesssesseesscenes 


Why not take advantage of our free reader ad service? Fill in your 
details on this coupon (24 words maximum, one word per box 
below) and send it to Free Ads, Acorn User, 28a Middle Hillgate, 
Stockport SK1 3AY or by e-mail to: aufreeads@acornuser.com. 
Only one ad per reader please, private sales or wanted only. 

Although we try to publish every ad we receive, we can make 
no guarantees; publication is entirely dependent on space and 


time constraints. 


222 2 eS SS ee 


Please fill in your name and telephone number below — these 
will not be published but enable us to contact you in case of any 
queries. Make sure you include your own town/county in your ad 
to help potential buyers with their purchasing decision. 
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* Eagle M2 multimedia card; replay video 
production, HQ video stills, digital stereo 
sound sampler, full MIDI IN/OUT/THRU 
facilities, RISCPC compatible. Offers 
around £160. Multimedia software; 
Midiworks, Prosound, Cineworks 
(includes AppleFS) and Genesis 
Professional £35 each plus postage or 
£120 for all three. Eagle M2 plus all four 
packages £250 plus postage. Enquires 
or offers 0151 547 3993 or email 
aokai@tiscali.co.uk 


e A two foot stack of Acorn User 
magazines for sale, complete with cover 
discs, from Sept 1994 to end 2001. Also 
other Acorn magazines and discs. Best 
offer secures this 12kg pile. Tel. 
Coventry, 02476 319519 


¢ Wanted: All Acorn A3000s, A3010s, 
A3020s, A4000s, A5000s, Ads, Risc PC 
600 & 700s, StrongARM Risc PC’s, 
Kinetic Risc PCs. Anything considered. 
Can travel. 07930 507815 or 07775 
776217. 


¢ Acorn A5000 including monitor etc 
plus additional software including 
Advance suite. Any sensible offer 
considered. Contact Robert on 0191 
9191231 or at 
robertvardill@beeb.net 


22 2S 2 


=—_——— ic 


Education Review 


A bear and her travels 


o you know what Geocaching (or 
|) Geocacheing) is? | didn't either 

until someone told me about a 
children's hospice called Naomi House 
and their globe-trotting representative, 
Naomi Bear. 


The world is now circled by satellites 
that send out signals that allow the 
Global Positioning System to work, a 
system that will, on the commercial level, 
locate you to within a radius of about 6 
metres. 


Small commercial GPS hand units, now 
down to a couple of hundred pounds 
each, can pick up the GPS signals, 
automotive versions drive the map 
guidance systems for cars. It's all very 
clever. 


And people, being people, can make a 
game out of it, and the game can 
become something more. 


The basic idea is to have individuals and 
organizations set up caches all over the 
world and share the locations of these 
caches on the internet. GPS users can 
then use the location coordinates to find 
the caches. Once found, a cache may 
provide the visitor with a wide variety of 
rewards. All the visitor is asked to do is if 
they get something they should try to 
leave something for the cache. 


Doesn't sound very hard does it? You 
are given the coordinates so you know 
where it is. Seems pretty easy. It is 
deceptively easy. It's one thing to know 
where an item is, it's a totally different 
story to actually get there. 


With a typical GPS unit you can 
determine your approximate location on 
the planet. Coordinates are normally 
given in Longitude and Latitude. You can 
use the unit to navigate from your 
current location to another location. 


You don't need to know all the technical 
mumbo jumbo to play Geocaching. All 
you need to do is be able to enter what 
is called a "waypoint", where the 
geocache is hidden. 


The rules for Geocaching are very 
simple: 


Find a cache 


Take something trom the cache 


Leave something in the cache 
Write about it in the cache's logbook 


Of course the idea is that you create 
your own cache (or caches, as well). You 
can be very sneaky, you can for 
example, create two caches but only 
reveal the location of one and have 
details to the second one in the first one. 


Perhaps you've played a Treasure Hunt 
game on a sunny (or rainy) Sunday, 
chasing across the countryside looking 
for clues? Well, this is the same but on a 
potentially global scale. 


A large cache might consist of a 
waterproof plastic bucket placed 
tastefully within the local terrain. The 
bucket will contain the logbook and any 
number of more or less valuable items. 
These items turn the cache into a true 
treasure hunt. You never know what the 
founder or other visitors of the cache 
may have left there for you to enjoy. 
ltems in a bucket cache might be: Maps, 
books, software, hardware, CD's, videos, 
pictures, money, jewellery, tickets, 
antiques, tools, games, and so on. It is 
recommended that items in a bucket 
cache be individually packaged in a clear 
zipped plastic bag to protect them. 


The location of a cache can be very 
entertaining indeed, it might demonstrate 
the founder's skill and possibly even 
daring. A cache located on the side of a 
rocky cliff accessible only by rock 
climbing equipment may be hard to find. 
An underwater cache may only be 
accessed by scuba. Other caches may 
require long difficult hiking, orienteering, 
and special equipment to get to. Caches 
may be located in cities both above and 
below ground, inside and outside 
buildings. 


The skilful placement of a small logbook 
in an urban environment may be quite 
challenging to find even with the 
accuracy of a GPS. 


Hitchhiking the world 


So how does Naomi Bear come into 
this? Simply this, there are games within 
the overall game of Geocaching. One of 
these is the hitchhiker which is an item 
that you can move from cache to cache, 
there are numerous hitchhikers travelling 


the world, there's a candle, a Mr Potato 
Head and Naomi Bear. 


To create a hitchhiker you get a 
"Groundspeak Travel Bug" which is 
essentially a uniquely coded tag, you 
attach this to your hitchhiker (Naomi 
wears it round her neck) and you can 
use the code to place messages on a 
specific web page on the Geocache site. 
Without the code you can't place 
messages, hence only people who have 
met a hitchhiker can report on its 
progress. 


You then place your hitchhiker in the first 
cache report it on the web site, and tell 
your friends, perhaps go on the 
Geocaching message forums to say 
what you've done. Someone will come 
along pick up your hitchhiker and take it 
somewhere else. 


We have reproduced some of the 
messages relating to Naomi Bear here so 
that you can see her progress. So far 
she's gone over 8,600 miles and is about 
to jump from Colorado to the Middle 
East. 


When someone finds a bug they go on 
to the Hitchhiker's web page and log it 
by clicking on the "Found it? Log it!" by 
clicking on the text link in the upper right 
hand corner of the Travel Bug's page. 


You can upload messages as mentioned 
but you can also put up pictures, 
photographs of you and the hitchhiker as 
you can see from some of the pictures 
here. 


What you can do with Geocaching is a 
matter of imagination, you can use the 
web site in order to learn about the 
world, with a whole range of concepts 
from just different countries as far as 
longitude and latitude. 


Potentially a whole school can get 
involved, there are Geocaching racing 
games where two or more hitchhikers try 
to race from one location to another, only 
being moved by other Geocachers. 


Or you can try to get a message across 
as Naomi House has done with Naomi 
Bear, the opportunities may not be 
endless but they are extensive. Find out 
all about it from www.geocaching.com 
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laptopsetc.co.u 


gel. Z wil ‘ 
a ee rel ae 


LG Mi 42P217 - FLATRON Plasma - 
plasma panel - PDP - 42° - colour, 

HOW IN STOCK!!! Special offer price 
is-£1,974,00 exc. VAT of £2,319.45. 


Acer Aspire FERRARI 3000LMi AMD 


Athlon 2500+, 15°(XGA)TFT 
display ATI Radeon 9200 128M8 
VRAM, DVD-RW drive, 51248 RAM, 
6068 HOO, Wi-Fi, Win XP Home. 
Speocal offer price ts £1,198.00 
exc. VAT of £1,407.65 inc. VAT and 
DELIVERY !! 


please 
don't 
forget to 


linc. VAT and DELIVERY " 


Subscribe 


Sony VAIO ZikSP Centrino 1.7GHz 
512/606 CD-RW; DVD 14° 
REPLACES 715P NOW IN 
STOCK.FPREE CARRY CASE 
INCLUDED WHILE STOCKS 

LAST! Special offer price is 
£1,542.00 exc. VAT or £1,511.85 
inc. VAT and DELIVERY ! 


Sony VATO PC and widescreen TV 
combined. 17.5cm visible screen 
size. [D/ DVD playback and record, 
|2.26Hz Intel® Pentium® 
processor, 160 GB hard disc drive. 
Special offer price is £1,180.00 
enc, VAT of £1,386,50 inc. VAT and 
DELIVERY " 


Fujitsu Siemens Amilo D 7830 Pa 
2.8Ghz,512MB,60G8,DV0/ CORW,15,xPH 
NOW IN STOCK!!. Special offer price is 
£660.00 exc. VAT or £1,034.00 inc. VAT 
and DELIVERY; 1! 


Xl EDUCATOR PROJECTOR SVGA 
1900 LUMENS 6000 HAS LAMP 
LIFE Free Item: ADDITIONAL XI 
LAMP ONLY FOR Xi EDUCATOR, 
Specal offer price is £984.00 exc. 
WAT or £1,038.70 inc, VAT and 
DELIVERY! 


Address laptopsetc.co.uk 
| 49 Barlow Drive 
| Shooter's Hill 
London 
SE18 4NE 
United Kingdom 


Tel - (020) 8856 3630 — 
Fax - (020) 8319 0224 4 


info@laptopsetc.co.uk 


ZiconTMA 3.20 
Intel® Pentium” 4 Processor 3.20¢5Hz (BOOMHz fsb) 


Micreso#® Windows” XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

l7” Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (17:0 vis} 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

8OGB (7200rem) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128.MB) 
3.5° .44MB Floppy Drive 


From £500 +VAT 


ZiconTM 3.06 
Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 3.06GHz (533. MHz fsb 


Microsoft® Windows” XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17" Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (170° vis) 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2128 MB) 
3.5 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From £ 500 +VAT 


Zicon™TM 3.0 
Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 3.OGGHz (S33. MHz fsb) 


MicrosoH® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Micrasol® Works “0 

17° Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (17:0" v.is) 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

255AB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128MB) 
3.5° 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From £3900 .var 


ZiconTM €2400 


Intel® Celeron Processor 2400MHz (128.MHz feb) 
Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 70 

|?" Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (17.0" visl 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128 MB) 

3.5° 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From £500 +VAT 


ZiconTM 2700 


AMD®* XP® Processor 2700GHz (2.167GHz) 


Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17” Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (1/.0° vis} 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128.MB) 
3.5° |.44MB Floppy Drive 


From f 500 +VAT 


LiconTM 2800 


AMD® XP® Processor 2900GHz (2,083:'GHz) 
Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

7° Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (17.0' v.is} 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

BOGE (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128.M4B) 
3.5° 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From £300 «var 


AMD® XP* Processor 3000GHz (2.167GHzi 
Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

V7" Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (17.0" v.is) 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128.MB) 
3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


from £300 «var 


‘ZicontM_ 3200 _ 


AMD® XP* Processor 3200GHz (2.167GHz! 
Microsoft® Windows* XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17° Analogue Flat Panel Monitor (170' v.is) 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x128MB) 
3.5" LA4MB Floppy Drive 


From £ 9OO .var 


ZiconTM 2.0 
8. Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 2. OGHz (S33 MHz fsbi 


Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17" Analogue Flat Panel Monitor [170° v.isl 
DVD-RW & DYD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256M B Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128MB) 
3.5° 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From £500 var 


ZiconTM 2.4 
Intel* Pentium® 4 Processor 2.4GHz (533MHz fsb! 


Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17° Analogue Fiat Panel Monitor (170° vis) 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm! IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x128.MB) 
35° 44MB Floppy Drive 


From &£ 33O0 «var 


ZiconTM 2.67 
Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 2.67GHz (S33 MHz fsbl 


Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17” ‘Anclogue Flat Panel Monitor (170° visi 
DVD-RW & DVD-Rom 

B8OGB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive 

256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2x 128.MB) 
3.5° 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From £00 .var 


Zicon™TM 2.8 = 


Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 2.8GHz (533MHz fsb} 
Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition and 
Microsoft® Works 7.0 

17° Analogue Flat Panel Meniter (17.0" v.is) 
DVDRW & DVD-Rom 

80GB (7200rpm) IDE Hard Drive , 
256MB Dual Channel DDR 400 (2128 MB} 

3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


From & BOO .vat 


Octagon Support Solutions Limited (Subsidiary of Zicon Corporation, Nevada, USA) 
Tel: 0208 926 4619 / 0208 281 6633 Fax: 0870 460 1036 
www.octagonssl.com sales@octagonssl.com 


Payment Terms: We accept all Major Credit and Debit Cards, T/T, Cheques and 30 Days Credit Account (Business Only) 


All prices subject to 17.5% VAT 3 Years Onsite Warranty 
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Sunday, January 19, 2003 


Tim & June placed Naomi Bear in 
"Winchester Cachers & Friends late 
Xmas pub 
social” (a 
cache 
created 
by Paul 
Blitz). 


Monday, 
January 
20, 2003 


Note from 
Tim & 
June: We 
placed 
Naomi 
Bear in the safe hands of Pharisee 
during the Winchester Cachers meet in 
Winchester. We know she will be in safe 
hands, thanks for your help Pharisee. 


Monday, January 20, 2003 


oe 


| Kile S Tip Reel eerie the Abandoned Ratoad sieand 


Pharisee retrieved it from Winchester 
Cachers & Friends late Xmas pub social 
by Paul Blitz: 


| was given the honour of starting Naomi 
on her outward journey and duly 
collected her from the Winchester 
Cachers & Friends late Xmas pub social. 
She survived a wild and wet trek up the 
M3, M25 and finally the M1 and has 
settled in to her temporary home at Chez 
Pharisee. Reluctant though | am to let 
her go so soon, she will be on her way 
again this coming weekend. Hopefully. 


Friday, January 24, 2003 


Note from Pharisee: Naomi and | have 
spent the last hour searching through the 
cache pages for her next temporary 
home. She is one very particular bear not 
just any old box will do. She knew just 
what she was looking for. A new cache 
that not many people have visited, 
preferably in a wood or forest and in the 
very best part of the country. 


Most importantly it should be a nice, 
roomy ammunition box that will keep her 
safe and dry until it's time to move on 
again. We think we have found just what 
she is looking for and intend to make the 
journey into the forests of deepest Essex 
tomorrow. She is very excited. 


Greenland 


Morocco 


ee Sahara 


S 


Saturday, January 25, 2003 


Pharisee placed it in "Don't get stuck in 
the pub there's a cache to find by David 
-&- Kirsty” 


Naomi Bear finds a new place to stay. A 
nice new cache in a warm, dry ammo 
box. What more could any little bear 
want? 


Thursday, January 30, 2003 


Faye & Brad retrieved Naomi Bear from 
"Don't get stuck in the pub there's a 
cache to find by David -&- Kirsty" 


Naomi Bear is on the move again! She 
enjoyed her visit to the ammo box, but 
wanted an evening or two in a nice warm 
house, so she stowed away in my 
pocket! She will be on her way again ina 
couple of days time, after she has 
thawed out from the snowstorm today! 


Saturday, February 01, 2003 


Note from Faye & Brad: It looks like 
Naomi has decided to emigrate after all 
the snow here recently! She asked me to 
say a big hello to everyone at Naomi 
House, and that she is thinking of you all 
and hopes you are all ok. Watch this 
space as it looks like Naomi could be 


heading off to the USA next 
week... She is very excited! 


Sunday, February 02, 2003 


Note from Faye & Brad: Naomi is 
nice and refreshed after her few 
days with us and has now said 
her goodbyes and left for 
Hornet's house, ready for her trip 
to the USA later this week. Good 
luck Naomi, it has been great 
having your company for the past 
few days. Bon Voyage! Faye, 
Brad and Kids 


Sunday, February 02, 2003 


Faye & Brad placed Naomi Bear 
in “Hornet's Hide 8 - Ramblin’ 
Rosie (Herts) by Peter Howard" 
(Travelled 44.83 miles W) 


Sunday, February 02, 2003 


The Hornet retrieved Naomi Bear 
from “Hornet's Hide 8 - Ramblin’ 
Rosie (Herts) by Peter Howard" 


Naomi was picked up from 
Hornet's Hide 8 ready to embark 
on a long voyage to California in 
the safe hands of The Hornet! 
Wish her well. 


Thursday, February 06, 2003 


The Hornet placed Naomi Bear 
in "Rockville Stinger by Hero's 

Clan" (Travelled 5296.71 miles 

NW) 


Monday, February 10, 2003 


Chaosbuster retrieved Naomi 
Bear from “Rockville Stinger by 
Hero's Clan” 


Found Naomi Bear! Here from 
Houston, TX for the AT&T Pro- 
Amateur Golf Tournament in 
Monterey, CA and visiting my 
husband's parents in Antioch, 
CA. Will provide pictures when 
we get home. 


sunday, March 02, 2003 
Chaosbuster placed Naomi Bear 
in “The Onion by Outofbounds" 
(Travelled 1494.78 miles E) 


Thursday, March 13, 2003 


TxHiPowr placed Naomi Bear in “Austin 
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Map Cache by TxHiPowr" (Travelled 
27.24 miles N) 


At this point Naomi spends some time 
going round in circles ending up back 
at the same cache. She ends up on a 


Education Review 


farm with lots of pictures and 
then zooms off to Colorado. She 
visits "Mingo" which is the oldest 
cache in existence apparently. 
Until finally: 


Tuesday, September 09, 2003 


Ssample80132 placed Naomi Bear 
in "Treasure of the Abandoned 
Railroad Tunnels by Dylan, Sara, 
Amy, and Les" (Travelled 11.45 
miles NW) 


Saturday, September 20, 2003 
Catherman grabbed tt: 


| went to “Treasure of the 
Abandoned Railroad Tunnels" 
specifically to pick up Naomi Bear. | 
really want to help this little bear, 
and the children of Naomi House 
Childrens Hospice in Winchester, 
UK, see the world. We passed 
some other Geocachers and asked 
them if Naomi was still at the 
cache. 


They told us they had her. We 
talked for a bit and their family 
decided to let Naomi Bear go with 
me to Iraq. Thank you so much 
Travelling Everts! Naomi wants to 
visit the children in Iraq. | plan to 
get the Naomi Bear Traveling Bug 
to a cache in Iraq or Kuwait very 
soon so she can travel somewhere 
else. | am sure Naomi will keep me 
safe! 


Monday, September 22, 2003 
Note from Catherman: 


Naomi Bear visited the Fort Carson 
JAG office today. She helped the 
soldiers with their work and 
learned new stuff along the way. 
She really had fun! She and the 
soldiers of Fort Carson hope all 
you are doing well. Catherman and 
Naomi are getting ready to fly 
across the ocean next week so 
they can visit the children in Iraq. 
They will send more pictures of the 
adventure when they get there. 
See you soon! 


Pam Turnbull 
education@acornuser.com 
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When you join the Robot Wars Club you receive: te _ 
« Your own official membership card and state lets : Oo a aes 


- Exclusive video of never-before-seen Robot Wars footage ~~ Shas =f 
« Recent issues of the superb Robot Wars Club Newsletter has tat 

- Anissue of.the official Robot Wars Magazine i om, BE , 

Asa member of the Robot Wars Club you have pow benefits: 
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ay terly neelecter ns eG tle with. 
sith articles on Combat Aokots, technikal) V3 
| it atures = and Foket Ee Niles 5 
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Repei¥e 603 P68 025 and 
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BUILD YOUR OWN! 

Robot Wars Club members 
Bete eonsondapavesscancuseeddena iii ventiiacsvane=2- iGilitlgesiescssnsexsasisensncominioes Sn «soniye are also entitled to build for 
Address , * number of memberships : the TV show and get 
ac iw rs : all tive tackiridodd Geidicos os 
eissvacissesciscecercccasccosoashedabedes detent Ribaeena torte rltnl tate eee Cees on0se05 teal can provide; including Rules 
Jown : and Regulations, 
FE anc cennsceseeensscvedun teransaheibuenl tine: 22. on nah cdadtionnenesciltnackmenccasdacsaae Misael ee  oecdeiabiaa 
chat rooms and forums, and 


PLEASE FILL IN WITH A BLACK PEN 


County _ : expiry date : 


FOPRUMN IMEEM! ; TB... .sccscecsersocen Se td, SUC. NUMDOT 5... srcaie aes! a question & answer 
; : area for those tricky design 
problems. 


Phone number | stolaicost EC De 1 


Sales and Support 


@ — 0870 709 0003 _ sa 
H Atapi Lines are open AMD, . ,/ 


Windows 
9:30am - 6:00pm Mon - Fri Professiona 
& 10am-4am sat 
# 
www.atapi.co.uk pe ee 
<= 
5% le DOX 


AMD Athlon XP 2200+ 
Socket A Motherboard/LAN 
256MB DDR 2700 Memory 
40GB 5400rpm HD 

943) 0)) ae] BC ir-|)a) (e~ 

52x CDROM 

Internal 56K Modem 
Window XP Home 


F249 ' ex vat 
£292.57 inc vat 


AMD Athlon XP 2200+ AMD Athlon XP 2400+ AMD Athlon XP 2600+ 


Motherboard with LAN 
256MB DDR 2100 Memory 
40GB 5400rpm HD 
¥4\"|=3ie-]e)a) (es 

17” SVGA CRT Monitor 
52x CDROM 
falcclaatclieole) @iyiele(-ia0 
Keyboard & Mouse 
120W Speakers 

3.5” Floppy Disk Drive 
Windows XP Home 


Motherboard with LAN 
512MB DDR 2700 Memory 
80GB 7200rpm HD 

64MB GeForce4 MxX440 
17” SVGA CRT Monitor 


Creative Labs 5.1 Sound 
16x DVD Drive 

Internal 56k Modem 
Keyboard & Mouse 
Speakers with subwoofer 
3.5” Floppy Disk Drive 
Windows XP Home 


Motherboard with LAN 
512MB DDR 2700 Memory 
128MB GeForce FX 
120GB 7200rpm HD 

17” SVGA CRT Monitor 
16x DVD DRIVE 
52x24x52 CDRW 
Creative Labs 5.1 Sound 
Tal(}aatcl mole) @ilele(-an 
Keyboard & Mouse 
Dolby Digital Speakers 
3.5” Floppy Disk Drive 


Windows XP Home 


£349 F459 —s xv OD 


F539 . 32 ae vat 


256 MB to 512MB Memory 


ex vat 


£668 . a Fé ino 


ex vat 


F41 0.07 inc vat 


£30 ex vat £35.25 inc vat 


40GB to 80GB Hard Drive £25 ex vat £29.38 inc vat 
80GB to 1120GB Hard Drive £30 ex vat £35.35 inc vat 
64MB GeForce 4 to 128MB GeForce FX £30 ex vat £35.25 inc vat 
Add 16x DVD Drive £20 ex vat £23.50 inc vat 
Add 52x24x52 CDRW £25 ex vat £29.38 inc vat 

Photos for illustration purposes only. Prices and manufacturer specifications are subject to change without notice. Prices are for 

i ard niten quotat qilable request. UK mainland Delivery only. All Systems are subject to availability 

and cle ry estima at all t ue guarar Industry standard CRIT sizing lo all 

n ari act abl tware, once opened, is cons have been a hirect! 

ublisher. TI d rm f es cont 1 all a wb Atapi INC 1 
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sem Silicon 


ye gg all RISC OS and Acorn users.. 


..around the world. | | 


FREEPOST EH2725 

Kirkcaldy, Fife, KY2 5BR 

United Kingdom 

Tel: 01592 592265 Fax: 01592 596102 


sales@liquid-silicon.com 
www liquid-silicon.com 


© E 78 Brighton Road  / «ae 
Micro" Worthing | = 


West Sussex The Fourth Dimension 
ae ave BN11 2EN a 
* Hardware * Games 


ae - Tel: 01903 523222 
* Software =e 3y-01903 523679 & Upgrades 
* Repairs 


“Upgrades  9.00am—5.30pm “Hardware 


Open Mon - Sat, .. Refurbished | 


sales@cjemicros.co.uk http://www.cjemicros.co.uk/ 


mice * connectors « leads * keyboards * advice 
TORII Tyrrell Developments| 


PO Box 183, OLDHAM OL2 8&FB 

| Tel: 0845 458 6803 / 01706 848 600 
Fax: 0870 164 1604 (national rate) 

Email: Info@stdevel.demon.co.uk 


_http://www.stdevel.demon.co.uk 


Wardlaw Surveys 


Authorised Acorn Dealer: 
for all your needs from supply, 
service, repair and full after-sales. 
Wardlaw House, Kirkhill, 
Inverness IV5 7NB 
Tel/Fax: 01463 831214 


« P.O. Box 519 »« Doncaster 


http://www.etcsystems.co.uk/ 


TEL! 01302 337559 FAX: 01302 337564 


High Speed Computing 


: « South Yorkshire « DN4 oGE 
« sales@etcsystems.co.uk 
_- @ 


Arnold & Andrews 
Able Computers 
Aqua Laptops 
APDL 

Atapi 

Bluecom 

BML 

CFL 

CJE 

CTA 

Datastore 

E- PCs 

ETC Systems 


Fortress 


LIDAPe 


Hki Systems 


Inkcycle 

Liquid Silicon 
Maximans 
Microbits 

Merula 

MW Software 
Nexus Alpha 
Photodesk 
Q-Enterprises 
Quiet PC 
R-Comp 

Rednet 

RISC OS Itd 
Robot Wars Club 
SME Supplies 
Spellings Computers 
STD 


Tasdec 


| SJOSI 


Terronsys 
The PC Man 
TMT 

Weast 
X-Ample 


| xepu 


High-resolution) phioto-real printing 


for RISC\OS—the ROUGPS project 


Creating high-quality RISC OS drivers for inkjet printers 
based on gimp-print (open source Linux software). 


http://www.mw-software.com/software/rougps/rougps.html 


MW Software, Mannheimer Str. 18 For further details 
67655 Kaiserslautern, Germany check the web site 
http://www.mw-software.com/ or send a letter to 
martin(@mw-software.com request information. 


ow much more about sex do you 
LH wish you'd known? Does sex 

education chill you to the bone, 
with images of inadequate sex education 
flashing before your eyes? Well it was 
National Parenting Week from the 20th to 
25th October. Did you do your bit in the 
fight against ignorance? 


Like most things it's the fear of talking 
about it rather than the actual discussion 
that is much worse. But just how do you 
deal with the sensitive subject of sex and 
relationships? We live in a sexualised 
society and according to a new survey 
commissioned by Sense Interactive CDs 
parents may often feel ill-equipped to 
offer advice on these topics to their own 
children: nearly a third of parents 
surveyed by Sense (32%) said that their 
own sex and relationship education had 
been non-existent. And a staggering 
83% of teenagers found that their 
parents were embarrassed or unhelpful 
when it came to advice about sex and 
relationships. 63% of dads suggested 
school was the best place for their 
children to find out about sex and 42% 
of parents suggested their GP's. 


The teenagers surveyed were more 
worried that their partner might think that 
they were "no good at it", 39.7% as 
opposed 36.8% of teenagers thinking it 
was ok to have sex as long as they were 
safe. So that's roughly 2% of teenagers 
who are more concerned about their 
sexual performance than their health. So 
by sparing our own embarrassment are 
we as a nation failing our children? And 
whose responsibility is it anyway? 


MPs have already warned that poor sex 
education and the Governments under- 
funding of clinics are leaving young 
people in ignorance. And despite the 
Startling facts Sexual Health is still not a 
government funding priority. David 
Hinchcliffe Chairman of the Health Select 
Committee, who published their 
shocking report earlier this year, said, “| 
do not use the words lightly, but during 
the course of this enquiry it has become 
plain that with sexual health we are 
looking at a public health crisis". 


Amazingly, 75% of parents surveyed 
think their children already received 
sufficient education about sex and 
relationships at school. These findings 
suggest that many young people need 
support and advice to help them deal 
with sex and relationships, including 


Are you a prude’? 


developing the skills and self-esteem to 
handle pressure. But, is the 
Government's call to put sex education 
on the National Curriculum, just a case 
of too little too late. Shouldn't parents be 
offering clear, honest, information and 
practical advice and support on all 
aspects of sex and relationships at 
home? 


A new CD-Rom developed by Sense 
Interactive CDs with advice and support 
from the National Children's Bureau, may 
help parents bridge this gap. The CD is 
also approved by 
www.curriculumonline.gov.uk and has the 
full support of the Mother's Union and 
responds to the explicit demands of 
young people. 


Commenting on the Sense, Sex and 
Relationships CD-Rom, Simon Blake, 
Assistant Director of Children's 
Development at NCB, said: "We hope 
that this CD will help young people to 
realise that they are not alone in being 
anxious or ignorant about sex and 
relationships, and that feeling under 
pressure is not a good reason to start 
having sex. Its aim is to give them the 
knowledge, skills and confidence they 
need to build good relationships now 
and in the future. Sense, Sex and 
Relationships is also intended to make 
the adults in young people's lives 
(parents, carers and teachers) more 
comfortable about talking to them, 
reassuring them about their concerns 
and answering any questions they may 
have." 


Developed in close consultation with 
young people, the Sense Sex and 
Relationships CD-Rom offers good 
advice in a fun, interactive format. Real 
case studies encourage young people to 
think through the dilemmas that they 
may face, as well as providing practical 
answers to awkward questions. The 
Sense CD-Rom is designed to be used 
both at home and as a teaching aid in 
schools with the choice of either: 


A Parents'/Carers' Booklet offering tips 
and advice, encouraging parents to 
discuss sex and relationships with their 
children as well as helping them to feel 
more confident when discussing the 
subject. To read the NCB's - Sex 
Education Forum review of the CD-Rom 
go to 
www.ncb.org.uk/sef/reviews/review_|0.htm 


Education News 


This CD-Rom and accompanying 
Parents'/Carers' Booklet is available to 
teachers, parents, carers and young 
people alike from selected branches of 
WH Smith, Amazon, (www.amazon.co.uk), 
www.sensecds.com and www.ncb.org.uk OF 
by calling the order line on 01732 748 
664. 


Espresso Education is the leading 
provider of educational broadband 
content in the UK, with a comprehensive 
digital library of high quality, video-rich 
teaching resources and interactive 
student activities. Espresso combines 
television features, online news articles, 
instructional video and audio Clips, 
interactive games and Web sites, all 
categorised into modules that directly 
support QCA and National Curriculum 
requirements. 


Espresso Education (Stand B82) will 
mark a year of outstanding growth with a 
bumper release of new resources and 
digital tools. Adding new content and 
two key tools to help teachers and 
students unlock the potential of digital 
resources and raise achievement in the 
classroom. 


New curriculum content includes: Three 
new resource banks covering Buddhism, 
Judaism and Christianity. The Faiths 
module is made in partnership with the 
London Grid for Learning and builds 
upon the success of the first Faiths 
modules launched last year. 


Addressing a difficult area of the 
curriculum to resource the “Researching 
the Past" module assists pupils in 
building the research skills to learn about 
the past. 


In "Using the News" Espresso have 
developed a series of tools to help 
teachers save time in managing, finding 
and embedding the Espresso archived 
items in everyday teaching. 


www. espresso.co,uk 


Pam Turnbull 
education@acornuser.coma 
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Subscriptions 


Issue 264 


October 2003 

E-COMMERCE, HOW TO GET PAID 
lyonix software what's been converted 
BBC BASIC 32-bit, what it's got 

More educational webcams 


Issue 263 


September 2003 

WHAT THE IYONIX CAN REALLY DO 
Learn the right stuff with ECDL 
Getting into Digital video 

and much more... 


Issue 262 


Tt a Bi yWvwo 
Aug = | St k, f 2003 


THE RISC OS TAKE OVER 

How the RISC PC can be used safely 
Artworks 2 arrives 

What Datapower can do for you 


Subscriptions 


Issue 267 


July 2003 

Quieten your RISC PC 
Web Marketing 
Controlling a PC 
WebJames as a server 


Issue 260 


June 2003 

Virtual Call Centre 
Wakefield Show Review 
Digital Video for RISC OS 
S-Base: Final curtain 
Best in blogging 


Issue 259 


May 2003 

Wakefield Show Preview 
What's a Blog? 

RISC OS Academy reviewed 
MPEGS Music player review 


Issue 258 


April 2003 

Wireless USB from STD 
SWShow report in full 

Fido Net more bite than bafore 


Issue 25/ 


March 2003 
Re-issue issue 
Using modern printers 
Wireless LAN revealed 
Mini PC reviewed 


Issue 256 


bomen 2008 


Aemulor, how it does what it does 
sending spam? How to do it legally 
Using RISC OS to create websites 
USB how new devices are connected 
S-Base: Getting in touch with reality 


Please subscribe me for: 


Annual subscription (13 issues) 


Please send me the following i issues: 


Issue 265, Nov Te ij £4 Bl ) P5.30 t'6.9C 
[| issue 264, Oct 2003 LA. 20 £4. /0 £630 
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New Renewal 
UK _ AUNOS1TY AURO0311Y £45.99 
EU ' | AENO311Y | AERO311Y £51.99 
World AWNOS11Y AWRO0311Y F63.99 
8-issue subscription 

New Renewal 
UK AUNO3118 AURO03118 F29.99 
EU | AENO3118 || AERO3118 £34.99 
World  — AWNO3118 _| AWRO03118 £40.99 
4-issue subscription 

New Renewal 
UK | AUNO3114 | AURO3114 £15.99 
EU | AENO3114 | AERO3114 £17.99 
Worid _ AWNOQ3114 | AWRO3114 £20.99 


| wish to pay by: 


|_| Cheque (payable to Tau Press Ltd) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


E-MAIL 


fi Postal order ipayable to Tau Press Ltd) 


Non-UK subscribers can still use credit cards to subscribe. 


O Please tick here if you require a receipt 
oO Please tick if you do not wish to receive mailings from other companies 
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Post your completed Acorn User subscription/back issues form to: 
Acorn User, Tau Press, 28a Middle Hillgate, Stockport, Cheshire SK1 3AY 
Have a query? E-mail ausubs@acornuser.com. 
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ARM7500 PRICE 


The new A6 from Stuart Tyrrell Developments 


Designed from the ground-up to complement VirtualRPC-SE All machines:are complete with DVD drive or DVD/CDRW, fast 

emulation technology, the A6 presents a familiar RISC OS hard drive, floppy disk, Barton-cored 2500+ CPU, 333MHz 

environment in a machine little larger than a stack of A4 paper. DDR400 memory, GeForce 4 graphics, 56K modem, 
10/100BaseT networking, USB, Firewire and Optical audio. 

Capable of running both RISC OS and Windows applications, Virtual RPC-SE, Windows XP and a fully licensed copy of RISC 

users can expect day-to-day RISC OS performance which OS 4 are supplied and RISC OS Select upgrades may be used. 

meets or exceeds the fastest traditional StrongARM machines. Keyboard and mouse are of course included, along with 

Disk and memory-intensive applications will take advantage of speakers. where.they are not integral to the monitor. 

the modern machine architecture to deliver massive 

performance increases. All at a price point associated with A6B: Base unit/DVD/40G HD/256MB RAM 

ARM7500 based machines. £599+VAT (703.83 inc) 

All software is installed, starting-up into a "ready to go" RISC OS A6: 15" TFT/DVD/CDRW/80G HD/512MB RAM 

environment. Of course users may easily run Windows £899+VAT (1056.39 inc) 


applications should the need arise. 
A6DB: 17" TF TI/DVD/CDRW/120G HD/512MB RAM 
The A6 is manufactured to exacting standards for Stuart Tyrrell £999+VAT (1173.89 ine) 
Developments by Advantage Six Ltd. 
Carriage: £25+VAT (29.37 inc) 


RIAD ERE stuart Tyrrell Developments Email: info@thea6.com 

PO Box 183, OLDHAM OL2 8FB Hs http://www.thea6.com 
Tel: 0845 458 8803 / 01706 848 600 Switch/Visa/Mastercard welcomed. 
ng 08701 164 1604 a eeE — All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE | 
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engineiuae from the inside 


plus FREE MEMORY GARD READER. 


for all orders placed before 12th December 2003 ' 
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¥® QMS Magicolor Aé laser printer 
PostScript™, USB, parallel and network 
Data — and RISC OS driver 
RRP £997 Offer price : 
¥ Brother 5040 mono /aser printer 
USB and parallel ports 
Data pt and RISC OS driver 
} RRP Offer price Le. 


12versions a 
: ' sersnitial 7 *& Canon BU-i450 colour inkjet 
; * aa USB port 
< Data cable and RISC oS driver 
le proc | RRP £124 offer price 
} *K USB to parallel petites cable © give a 
\ 


onc ‘Bmw im . an. ie = 
mnr £2 | tt er p Wice wi 0 
} 


= wip 


me 


_} 
CASTLE 


Castle Technology Ltd 
Ore Trading Estate 
Woodbridge Road 
Framlingham 

Suffolk IP13 9LL 


Tel: 01728 723200 

Fax: 0800 783 9638 

E-mail: sales@iyonix.com 
Internet: www.iyonix.com 
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